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Can't get enough of First Glimpse? 

FirstGlimpseMag.com is the only place to quench your insatiable need for info on all of 
the newest and hottest products to hit CE retailers' shelves! 




Also, on FirstGlimpseMag.com you can: 



Get a sneak peek of articles from next month's issue now! 

Browse through a comprehensive dictionary and encyclopedia to help you brush up on your CE knowledge. 
Stow away all of your favorite online First Glimpse material in one convenient place with My Personal Library. 
Find daily blogs, gadget tips, CE tips, featured products, and more! 
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On OUT COVGH Featured on this month's cover is Samsung's (www.samsung.com) 7100 Series LED HDTVs (prices start at 
$2,999.99), 640 Series LCD HDTVs (prices start at $1,099), BD-P3600 Blu-ray Disc Player ($399.99), and TL100 Digital Camera ($229.99). 







15 










Open 


Delivery, Hook-Up & Recycling 

Best Buy Program Covers In-Home 
HDTV Setup 

Essential Things To Know 

Home-Theater Connections 

Yes, You Need To Calibrate 


Lifestyle Close-up: 

Digital Imaging Buying Guide 


6 


CE News 






16 
17 


24 
26 


Digital Cameras 101 


I Home Theater 1 


The Fun Stuff 


8 


Samsung's 7100 Series LED TVs 

An Investment That Brings 


IsltTimeForAD-SLR? 

With Digital Cameras, Bigger Does 




Energy Savings 




Get Optimal HDTV 




Mean Better 


9 


Samsung's 640 Series LCD HDTVs 

More Than An HDTV 


18 


Video Results 
HDTV Glossary 


28 


Pick Your Camcorder 

Which Type Suits Your Lifestyle? 


10 


Samsung's BD-P3600 Blu-ray Disc 
Player 

Innovation For The Contemporary 
Home-Theater Center 


19 


HDTVs 


30 


Give Your Camera A Boost 

Match It With A High- 






The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas 
& RPTVs 


31 


Performance Memory Card 
Enjoy The View 


11 


Stream Media To Your Home 
Theater 

Play Music, Videos & Photos From 


20 
21 


Noteworthy Home Theater 

Accessories & Services 


32 


The Advantages Of Wireless 
Photo Frames 




Home Theater Product Profile 


Print Size & Megapixels 




Your PC 

Make The Move To BD 


22i 


Section 


33 


Count Your Pixels Before You Print 


12 


CO 23 


HDTV Comparison 


Digital Camera Presets 




Enhance Your Home-Theater 






Charts 




What They Mean & When To Use 




Experience 






LCD; Plasma 




Them 


13 


There's Still Time 

A Digital TV Transition Update 










1 1 


O re* 






14 


Home Theater Black Tie 
Protection 


1 


15** 


M 


£*. & 1 




Give Your HDTV The Star 
Treatment 


1 "** 


^^**^ .*^ 


A 


^^M^C ^*i 



Copyright 2009 by Sandhills Publishing Company. First Glimpse is a registered trademark of Sandhills Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reproduction of material appearing 
in First Glimpse, Volume 6 Issue 5 is strictly prohibited without written permission. Printed in the U.S.A. GST # 123482788RT0001. First Glimpse (ISSN 1554-2106) is published 
monthly by Sandhills Publishing Company, 131 West Grand Drive, P.O. Box 85380, Lincoln, NE 68501-5380. Subscriber Services: (800) 733-3809. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to FirstGlimpse, P.O. Box 85380, Lincoln, NE 68501-5380. 



Digital Imagin 



34 Samsung's TL1 00 Digital Camera 

Smarter Innovation For Better 
Photography 

35 Should You Consider A Photo 
Printer? 

For Convenience & Hands-On 
Editing, You Betcha 

36 SDvs.HD 

Comparing Digital Camcorders 

37 Optical vs. Digital Zoom 

See The Difference 

38 Digital Imaging Glossary 

Essential Things To Know 

Photo Printers 

40 Noteworthy Digital Imaging 

Accessories & Services 

Digital Imaging Product 
Profile Section 

50 tO 52 Digital Imaging 

Comparison Charts 

Point'&'Shoot Cameras; 
D-SLRs; Digital 
Camcorders 



Computers 



53 External Hard Drives 

Safe & Secure Storage 

54 Find The Right Mouse 

So You Can Make The Right 
Moves 



55 



56 



Unleash Your Creativity With 
Avid Solutions 

Professional Tools For The Hidden 
Musician & Movie Maker 



Leave It To The PC Pros 

Geek Squad Can Get It Done 

57 Computing Glossary 

58 Essential Things To Know 

Networking 

59 Computers Product Profile 
Section 

60 tO 61 Computers Comparison 

Charts 

Notebooks; Desktops 



62 Software Listings 

Get More Out Of Your PC 

64 Noteworthy Computers 

Accessories & Services 



Mobile 



65 Listen Up 

Find The Perfect Pair Of 
Headphones 

66 Don't Put Your Driving At Risk 

Chat On Your Mobile Phone 
Hands-Free 

67 Wireless Broadband Cards 

Mobile Internet In Even More 
Places 

68 Revive Your Radio's Sound 

What You Need To Know About 
HD Radio 

69 MP3 Player Glossary 

70 Essential Things To Know 

Cell Phone Extras 



71 

72 to 73 

74 to 75 



Noteworthy Mobile 

Accessories & Services 



Mobile Product Profile 
Section 

Mobile Comparison 
Charts 

MP3 Players; GPS 
Devices 



Gaming, Media & More 



76 Home Music Recording 
Equipment 

Everything You Need To Make A 
Masterpiece 

77 ESRB Game Ratings & Descriptions 

Find Material That's Appropriate 
For Your Kids 

78 tO 79 Gaming, Media & More 

Product Profile Section 

80 Gaming System Comparison 
Chart 

82 Gaming, Media & More 
Noteworthy 

Accessories & Services 




Exit 

Sleep Better Month 



FirstGlimpsei 



Product Coverage Inquiries 

products@fi rstgl i m psem ag.com 
(800) 247-4880 
131 West Grand Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68521 

Circulation 

(To adjust your bulk order or to request racks.) 
m arketi ng@fi rstgl i m psem ag.com 
(800) 334-7458 

Customer Service 

(For questions about your subscription or to 
place an order or change an address.) 
customer-service@fi rstgl i m psem ag.com 
(800) 733-3809 
FAX: (402) 479-2193 

First Glimpse 
P.O. Box 85380 
Lincoln, NE 68501-5380 

Hours 

Mon. - Fri.: 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. (CST) 
Sat.: 8 am to 4 p.m. (CST) 
Online Customer Service & 
Subscription Center 
www.FirstGlimpseMag.com 

Authorization For Reprints: 

(800) 247-4880 

Please note: Prices listed in this issue are for 
general reference and may vary from 
retailer pricing. 




A SiWKliJllis 
Puitaito/J 



FirstGlimpse" 



K 



The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 

eep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for the first time. Some of the items listed below are showcased in this month's 
one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a look at the listed page numbers for more information. 



Home Theater 

IOGEAR Wireless USB Audio/ 
Video Kit 

LG BD370 Network Blu-ray Disc 
Player 

LG BD390 Network Blu-ray Disc 
Player 

LG LH20 LCD TV Series (19-, 22-, 
26-, 32-, and 73-inch Class) 

LG LH30 LCD TV Series (32-, 37-, 
42-, and 47-inch Class) 

LG LH40 LCD TV Series (42-, 47-, 
and 55-inch Class) 

LG90 LCD TV Series (47- and 55- 
inch Class) 

LG LHB953 Home Theater In A Box 

Panasonic TC-L37X1 LCD HDTV 

Panasonic TC-P50X1 Plasma HDTV 

Samsung 19B360 LCD HDTV 

Samsung 40B530 LCD HDTV 

Samsung 40B550 LCD HDTV 

Samsung 640 Series LCD HDTVs 

See page 9 
Samsung LN32B360 LCD HDTV 
Samsung LN32B530 LCD HDTV 
Samsung LN37B650 LCD HDTV 
Samsung LN46B530 LCD HDTV 
Samsung LN46B550 LCD HDTV 
Samsung LN46B650 LCD HDTV 
Samsung PN42B450 Plasma HDTV 
Samsung PN50B450 Plasma HDTV 
Samsung PN50B550 Plasma HDTV 
Samsung PN63B550 Plasma HDTV 

Samsung 7100 Series LED HDTVs 
See page 8 

Samsung BD-P3600 Blu-ray Disc 
Player 
Seepage 10 



Sony 40S5100 LCD HDTV 

Sony40V5100 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-26L5000 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-32L5000 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-32S5100 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-32XBR9 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-46S5100 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-46V5100 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-52S5100 LCD HDTV 

Sony KDL-52V5100 LCD HDTV 

Yamaha RX-V365 5.1 -Channel 
Digital Home Theater Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V465 5.1 -Channel 
Digital Home Theater Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V565 7.1 -Channel 
Home Theater Receiver 

Yamaha RX-V665 7.2-Channel 
Digital Home Theater Receiver 

Yamaha YHT-391 Home Theater 
In A Box 

Digital Imaging 

Canon A480 Digital Camera 

Canon DC410 Camcorder 

Canon HF-20 Camcorder 

Canon HF-S10 Camcorder 

Canon FS20 Camcorder 

Canon FS200 Camcorder 

Canon SD780 Digital Camera 
Seepage 45 

Canon SD890 IS Digital Camera 

Canon SD960 IS Digital Camera 
See page 44 

Canon SD1200 IS Digital Camera 

See page 45 
Canon ZR960 Camcorder 

Eye-Fi Explore Video Card 
See page 48 



Eye-Fi Share Video Card 
See page 48 

Fujifilm FinePixZ30 Digital 
Camera 



JVC HM200 Camcorder 

JVC HD300 Camcorder 

JVC GZ-MS130 Camcorder 

JVC MS1 20 Camcorder 

Kodak EasyShare M340 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare M380 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak Zi6 Pocket Video Camera 

Nikon L20 

Nikon L100 

Nikon P90 Digital Camera 

Nikon S60 Digital Camera 

Nikon S220 Digital Camera 

Nikon S230 Digital Camera 

Nikon S560 Digital Camera 

Nikon S630 Digital Camera 

Olympus Stylus 550WP Digital 
Camera 

Olympus Stylus 9000 Digital Camera 

Olympus Stylus Tough 6000 
Digital Camera 
See page 42 



Olympus Stylus Tough 8000 
Digital Camera 

See page 43 
Panasonic HDC-HS250 Camcorder 
Panasonic S26 Camcorder 
Panasonic SDR-H80 Camcorder 
Samsung SL202 Digital Camera 
Samsung SL620 Digital Camera 

Samsung TL1 00 Digital Camera 
See page 34 

Samsung F34 Camcorder 

Samsung SC-DX205 Camcorder 

Sony S950 Digital Camera 

Sony DCRSX40 Camcorder 

Sony DCRSX41 Camcorder 

Sony HDRCX100 Camcorder 

Sony HDRXR200V Camcorder 

Sony HDRXR500V Camcorder 

Sony Webbie (MHSPM1/V) 
Camera 

Sony XR100 Camcorder 

Computers 

Razer Carcharias Professional PC 
Gaming Headset 

Razer Mamba Gaming Grade 
Wireless Mouse 
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Best Buy Electronics Recycling Program 

Best Buy is doing its part to make the 
planet, and your living room, a better 
place. Best Buy recently announced 
that its electronics recycling program 
is currently available at all 1,006 
stores nationwide, which lets con- 
sumers bring up to two items, per 
household, per day to any Best Buy 
store to turn them in for recycling. 
Accepted items include televisions 
and monitors up to 32 inches, PCs 
and notebooks, small electronics, 
VCR and DVD players, phones, key- 
boards, mice, and remotes. Consumers turning in items with screens, such as 
TVs, notebooks, and monitors, will be charged a $10 recycling fee per unit, but 
Best Buy offers a $10 Best Buy gift card in exchange for the recycling fee. (Items 
recycled in California, as well as Best Buy's Insignia, Dynex, and VPR Matrix prod- 
ucts are not charged the $10 fee.) Items that won't be recycled include TVs or 
monitors larger than 32 inches, console televisions, microwaves, appliances, and 
any items that contain Freon, such as air conditioners, dehumidifiers, and mini- 
refrigerators. 




Netflix Surpasses The 10 Million Subscriber Mark 

Not everybody's suffering in the current down economy; online movie rental 
outfit Netflix, launched in September 1999, has just announced that the com- 
pany has reached its 10 millionth sub- 
scriber. Netflix reported that it ended 
2008 with 9.4 million subscribers but 
has added more than 600,000 since 
the first of the year. Factors that 
Netflix attributes its success to include 
its growing library of movies and TV 
episodes that can be streamed to PC 
and Netflix-ready devices. 




Smartphones Set 
To Take Off 

Juniper Research recently an- 
nounced its high-end mobile 
handset market outlook, which 
predicts that smartphone use will 
nearly double between 2008 and 
2013. During the next five years, 
the firm expects annual sales of 
smartphones to increase 95% to 
300 million. Last year, 13% of all 
mobile phones shipped were 
smartphones, but that share 
should be 23% by 2013. Juniper 
cites the growing appeal of Web 
2.0 applications as one of the pri- 
mary reasons smartphones will 
do well in the next few years. 
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Blu-ray Disc Sales To Match DVD By 201 2 

Futuresource Consulting has revealed that consumers all over the world will 
snag more than 100 million BDs (Blu-ray Discs) this year. In 2008, BD video re- 
tail sales in the United States increased by a dramatic 320% to 24 million units. 
Futuresource predicts that roughly 50% of U.S. and 35% of Western European 
video disc retail sales will be Blu-ray within the next three years. Researchers 
point to the rapid decline of retail prices for BD players as the factor that will 
drive the format's success in the near term. 

DVD vs. Blu-ray Disc 
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Mobiles Like To Move It Move It 

According to a new report from iSupply, 10% of all mobile handsets shipped 
in 2008 featured internal circuitry designed to sense motion and acceleration, 
called accelerometers. These devices are common on GPS-enabled personal 
navigation devices and many smartphones, including the iPhone. Just 3% of 
phones shipped the year prior came with accelerometers. By 2012, however, 
accelerometers will be in 85% of smartphones and 60% of feature-rich phones. 
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Light PC Internet 
users are 30% more 
likely than heavy PC 

Internet users to 

use their mobile de- 
vices to access Internet content. 

Source: comScore 

In the past 12 
months, almost 
41 million U.S. 
adults said they 
had watched a 3D movie in 
theaters. Consumers also said 
they were willing to spend more 
for a television capable of dis- 
playing 3D content. 

Source: CEA (Consumer Electronics Association) 
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The top 1 most vis- 
ited mobile phone 
Web sites for January 
were dominated by 
social networking sites. 
MoCOSpace ranked first with 
1 3.49% market share, followed by 
MyxerTones (8.62%), MySpace 
Mobile (8.36%), Cricket (5.05%), and 
WeeWorld (3.29%). 

Source: Hitwise 

The Super Bowl is 

the second biggest 
driver for big-screen 
TV sales. Only during 
the holidays do people 
buy more TVs. The Retail Advertising 
and Marketing Association esti- 
mated 2.6 million consumers (2.7% 
of adults) purchased TVs for Super 
Bowl Sunday this year. 

Source: Retail Advertising and Marketing Association 

In-Stat predicts 

global smartphone 

growth for 2009 will 

be strong, but the 

U.S. market is showing 

the most potential for increased 

sales. Smartphones will double 

their share of all cell phones to 

about 20% by 201 3. 

Source: In-Stat 



FirstGlimpse / May 2009 7 






ccording to Energy 
Star's Savings Calcu- 
lator, you'll shell out 
$61 annually for a 
40- to 50-inch HDTV 
that runs five hours a 
day. But not with the 
Best Buy-exclusive 7100 Series LED TVs 
that consume almost 40% less energy 
because they use LED technology as 
their light source. 

And compared to LCDs that use tradi- 
tional CCFLs (cold cathode fluorescent 
lamps), the 7100 Series LED TVs pro- 
duce darker black levels and more crisp 
whites, so scenes in movies and TV 
shows won't appear washed out or dull. 

Colors You Didn't Know 
You Were Missing 

The 7100 Series LED TVs, available in 
46-inch and 55-inch models, boast 
Samsung's Wide Color Enhancer Pro 



technology that analyzes hues and 
optimizes them for on-screen viewing. 
This lets you view video with lifelike 
color. Additionally, the 7100 Series LED 
TVs use an Ultra Clear Panel that al- 
lows ambient light to pass through the 
display, which delivers richer color and 
more contrast. This feature also lets 
you view improved image detail and 
accurate video regardless of your 
room's lighting situation. 

No More 
Motion Blur 

Ever notice the faint trails people and 
characters cause in fast-motion con- 
tent, such as sporting events, action 
movies, and video games? The 7100 
Series LED TVs process video at 120Hz, 
which is twice as fast as standard LCDs, 
to eliminate the blurring that occurs in 
fast-action video. And with 1080p video 
resolution, you'll be viewing the highest 
quality of video possible. 



Striking Design 

In addition to the cinema-like display 
quality, the 1.2-inch thick 7100 Series LED 
TVs feature a svelte depth ideal for wall- 
mounting. Both models provide the con- 
venience of four easy-to-access side 
HDMI inputs, as well as one Compo- 
nent video and PC input beneath the 
TV's bezel. There are also two USB 2.0 
ports so you can hook up a digital 
camera, camcorder, MP3 player, or USB 
drive to play images, music, and video. 
Additionally, a built-in Ethernet port gives 
you access to news feeds, live weather, 
and other Internet content. There's no 
need to connect a PC or extra media 
streaming boxes to access your media 
collection, news, and more. 

Providing both the best in form and 
function, the Samsung 7100 Series LED 
TVs are sure to bring cinematic-like plea- 
sure and warranted functionality in the 
comfort of home. B3 
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Samsung 640 Series LCD HDTVs 
32-inch model $1,099 
40-inch model $1,499 
46-inch model $1,899 
55-inch model $2,799 
www.samsung.com 




sung's 
40 Series LC 

re Than An HDTV 





hat could be bet- 
ter than a big, 
widescreen 1080p 
HDTV? Lots, as 
Samsung demon- 
strates with its 
new line of 640 
Series LCD HDTVs. Available in 32-, 40-, 
46-, and 55-inch screen sizes, these 
HDTVs go way beyond simply delivering 
HD picture for TV and movie viewing. 

The 640 Series LCD HDTVs are designed 
to be your home-entertainment hub. 
In addition to a fast 4ms response 
time and Auto Motion Plus 120Hz 
technology to reduce blurring, this 
series' Ultra Clear Panel feature will give 
you better image clarity and contrast. 

TV, Movies & Gaming 

It's obvious that if you want to watch 
TV or a movie in HD, the 640 Series 
LCDs offer all the specifications you 
could want, but there is more to the 
story than just a crisp picture and two 
10-watt speakers that deliver SRS Tru- 
Surround HD audio. 



A stylish charcoal gray frame, also known 
as Samsung's Touch of Color, comple- 
ments any home-theater decor. These 
HDTVs also feature picture-in-picture 
so you can watch a program while 
browsing for another. And for when 
you're ready to play some video games, 
you can switch to Game Mode with the 
touch of a button, which optimizes the 
picture and audio quality for gaming. 

Internet & Beyond 

If you're a fan of receiving information 
on your computer via RSS feeds, such as 
news, stock quotes, and weather up- 
dates, you'll love the InfoLink feature. 
With a single button, you can access any 
number of RSS feeds and updates on your 
TV without ever turning on a computer. 

The 640 Series LCDs also have two side 
USB 2.0 ports. (The 32-inch model only 
has one.) This is a deceptively powerful 
feature, as it allows you to connect up to 
two USB devices, such as a thumb drive 
or external hard drive, and access the 
content using only your remote control. 
So you can build a media library on your 



external hard drive with TV shows, 
movies, music, and downloaded Web 
videos, connect it to your HDTV, and ac- 
cess it anytime. 

Showing photos on your HDTV couldn't 
be easier. Save them onto a USB thumb 
drive and pop it in one of the TV's side 
ports, and you're ready to browse pic- 
tures. The 40-, 46-, and 55-inch models 
can also play back video files. 

Connections 

In terms of connectivity, Samsung's 640 
Series LCD HDTVs are ready for any- 
thing — gaming consoles, DVD or BD 
players, PCs, Internet — you name it. They 
sport four HDMI ports (including one for 
Anynet + [HDMI-CEC, which enables 
one-button control with compatible de- 
vices]), Component and Composite video 
connections, two USB 2.0 ports for 
playing extra content, a PC input, an 
Ethernet port for connecting to your 
home network, and more. 

And Best Buy is the only place you can 
get it all. B3 
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Samsung BD-P3600 Blu-ray Disc Player 
<Hp $399.99 

www. samsufiS. com 



Samsung's BD-P3600 
Blu-ray Disc Player 

Innovation For The Contemporary 
Home-Theater Center 




one-of-a-kind prod- 
uct might seem rare 
these days. With many 
home-theater compo- 
nents that have similar 
features and specifica- 
tions, is there a device 
that is unique and can stand alone? The 
Samsung BD-P3600 Blu-ray Disc player 
($399.99; www.samsung.com) may be the 
answer to this conundrum. 

The BD-P3600 is a thin and stylish Blu-ray 
Disc player that's feature-packed, pro- 
viding a pure HD experience. With BD 
Live and Bonus View capabilities, you'll 
have access to Internet content, such as 
downloads, bonus material, and more, 
with your BD player's remote control. 
Additionally, the BD-P3600 can handle 
more than BDs; it can also play DVDs 
and CDs. To watch your DVDs in nearly 
HD video, the BD-P3600 upconverts 
DVD's standard-definition quality to 
crisp and clear video. 

Get Connected 

The BD-P3600 offers two different Inter- 
net connectivity options with one 



Ethernet port and an included 
802.1 1b/g/n Wi-Fi adapter. By setting up 
the player with your home network, 
you'll be able to enjoy your very own 
media library with more than 12,000 
Netflix (www.netflix.com) movies and TV 
programs and Pandora (www.pandora 
.com) music services. The BD-P3600 also 
delivers PC streaming functionality, al- 
lowing you to navigate and view content 
from your computer on your TV with the 
player's remote control. And another 
added Internet connectivity benefit is you 
can download the latest firmware and 
online updates, keeping your BD player 
from being outdated. 

Display A Classy, 
Touch-Sensitive BD Player 

Home theaters can have a lot of compo- 
nents, and to achieve a clean look, your 
setup shouldn't be laced with cable con- 
nections or boring black set-top boxes. 
Samsung's HDTVs feature a Touch Of 
Color design that's sure to complement 
any HT setup. The BD-P3600's black 
gloss finish is edged out with sophisti- 
cated charcoal gray lines. The combina- 
tion of the touch-sensitive controls and 



contemporary-looking enclosure makes 
this player an aesthetically impressive 
sight. To avoid snaking another cable 
across your home-theater room, the in- 
cluded 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi adapter 
simply plugs into a USB 2.0 port to give 
you wireless Internet access. 

Experience Full HD 
Decoding 

The BD-P3600 doesn't skimp in terms of 
playback ability — you can enjoy 1080p 
video and multichannel audio via the 
HDM1 1.3 connection, giving you the best 
in audio and video quality with a single 
cable. In addition to the crisp video de- 
tails, you won't miss small audio elements 
because the BD-P3600 also decodes 
Dolby Digital Plus, Dolby TrueHD, and 
dts-HD HR/MA. You'll be able to hear the 
audible nuances of every action film, 
movie soundtrack, or emotive whisper. 

Disc players have evolved to bring you the 
best in entertainment, and the BD-P3600's 
integrated touch-based technology, wire- 
less connectivity, multimedia streaming, 
and high-quality HD output will bring 
your experience to a higher level. E3 
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Stream Media 

To Your Home Theater 

Play Music, Videos & Photos From Your PC 



Bor many of us, our PCs are 
where we store much of 
our music, photo, and 
home video collections. 
Unfortunately, the ideal 
place for us to enjoy them 
is the home theater. If you've got a broad- 
band Internet connection, you can inte- 
grate a set-top box that streams PC 
media, either wired or wirelessly, to your 
home theater— making it quick and 
simple to enjoy your digital collections. 

What You'll Need 

A wireless home network isn't necessary 
to stream media (nearly all streaming 
media boxes include a wired Ether- 
net port), but a wireless connection is 



typically more convenient than a wired 
connection because you won't need to 
run an Ethernet cable to your home the- 
ater. That being said, a wired connection 
or wireless 802.1 1n connection is recom- 
mended to effectively stream HD video. 
Large HD files require greater bandwidth 
to stream than the 802.1 1a/b/g standard 
can handle. Lastly, you'll need a media 
streaming device, such as Kodak's Theater 
HD Player ($299.99; www.kodak.com), 
that's designed to locate and stream the 
various music, image, and video files from 
the computers on your home network. 

What You Can Do 

Want to see the photos stored on your 
computer? Just select the input where 



Media Streaming Setup 

Are you more of a visual learner? Check 

out our illustration to see how c , 

media streaming works. 




Wireless 
Router 



Kodak's Theater HD Player 
$299.99 • www.kodak.com 
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you connected the set-top box on your 
home theater and use the remote in- 
cluded with the streaming device to pe- 
ruse your digital albums. For example, 
Kodak's Theater HD Player features an in- 
terface with categories for Pictures & 
Videos, Kodak Gallery, Music, and 
Entertainment. You could select Pictures 
& Videos to view images you stored on 
your computer or Kodak Gallery to view 
images you stored online. Most streaming 
set-top box manufacturers break down 
the file types into similar categories, so 
you can quickly load the files you want. In 
many cases, you can create music playlists 
and photo slideshows using the inte- 
grated features of the set-top box. 

Media Convergence 

Some home-theater devices have begun 
integrating media streaming, but often 
only for a purpose that matches the de- 
vice's duty. For example, LG's BD300 
Network Blu-ray Disc Player ($399.95; 
www.lgusa.com) gives Netflix subscribers 
unlimited access to the more than 12,000 
movies and TV shows from Netflix's 
Watch Now online library. Additionally, a 
number of A/V receivers now include the 
ability to play Internet and satellite radio 
stations. Outside of the entertainment 
center, some digital photo frames, such as 
Kodak's EasyShare W820 Wireless Digital 
Frame ($219.95), let you access a wireless 
home network to stream media directly 
to the frame. (For more information on 
digital picture frames, see page 31.) E 

by Nathan Lake 
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Make The Move To BD 

Enhance Your Home-Theater Experience 




hen the weekend 
rolls around, it's 
time to hit the 
movies, and to- 
night's showing 
has some big sur- 
prises in store. 
How about free tickets, unlimited pop- 
corn, and a soft recliner? With a BD (Blu- 
ray Disc) player and movies, you and your 
family can enjoy the perks of the movie 
theater from the comfort of your home. 

Blu -ray Benefits 

Blu-ray offers the best audio and video 
quality available, transforming your family 
movie night into a truly cinematic home- 
theater experience. Although BD movies 
cost more than traditional DVDs, they 
boast up to six times the amount of video 
detail in high definition, rendering the 
film's rolling ocean waves so realistically 
that you'll believe you're standing at the 
shore's edge. In addition to HD video, BD 
movies also feature higher-quality audio 
formats, often in the form of lossless or 
uncompressed audio, which means you'll 
fully hear every sweet nothing that the 
prince whispers to the princess. 

BDs can also hold more data than 
DVDs, which means there's more room 
on each disc for special features. Get a 
behind-the-scenes look at your favorite 
movie and learn about how it was 
made, play interactive games with the 
movie's characters, or sneak a peek at 
never-before-seen deleted scenes. 

Just when you think the show's over, 
there's even more you can do with 




Blu-ray. With a BD Live-compatible 
player and an Internet connection, BD 
Live movies let you download additional 
content and bonus features online and 
update or upgrade your player. 

In addition to better picture and sound, 
BD movies are more durable than DVDs 
and won't scratch as easily, so you can 
rest easy when the kids are setting up 
their own cinematic adventures while 
you take care of dinner. And there's no 
need to worry about not being able to 
view your existing DVD collection; BD 
players will upscale your DVDs to a 
higher resolution, making them look 
better than ever. 

Better Than The Theater 

Blu-ray can change the way you and 
your family view a night at the movies. 
Enjoying a great film together doesn't 
mean you have to shush the chatting in 
the row ahead of you or wonder what 



sticky substance you just put your shoe 
in. With Blu-ray, you can truly sit back, 
relax, and enjoy the show. 03 

by Kris Glaser 

Get The 

Optimum 

Performance 

You can feel immersed in every 
moment of a wild car chase, an 
action-packed sword fight, or a tran- 
quil horseback ride through the forest. 
In order to get the most vivid picture 
from your BD player and movies, you 
should have an HDTV with 1080p 
resolution. Surround-sound speakers 
will engulf you in the moment and 
bring any scene to life. And to ensure 
you're getting the best picture and 
sound, you should budget for acces- 
sories such as HDMI cables, too. • 
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There's Still Time 

A Digital TV Transition Update 



nf you are one of the 
nearly 6% of Americans, 
according to a January 
survey from The Nielsen 
Company, that is unpre- 
pared for the switch to dig- 
ital TV, you'll want to mark June 12 on 
your calendar. The new transition dead- 
line means that if you use an antenna to 
receive TV and your television doesn't 
feature a built-in digital tuner, you only 



have a little time before you absolutely 
must connect a DAC (digital-to-analog 
converter) to watch over-the-air TV. 

What Is A DAC? 

A DAC (or DTV converter box) converts 
a digital signal to an analog output that 
can be used by an analog TV. If your TV 
has a digital tuner or you subscribe to 
cable or satellite, you don't need a DTV 



converter box; your existing cable and 
satellite equipment already transforms 
the signal. Only those that receive TV via 
antenna on a TV with an analog tuner are 
affected by the transition. 

Why The Delay? 

Congress wanted to give consumers more 
time to purchase converter boxes before 
mandating the change. Additionally, the 
Senate allocated more money to govern- 
ment coupons for the boxes. The bill al- 
lows households to reapply for coupons 
using some of the funds in the $650 mil- 
lion coupon program. As of press time, 
coupons were being sent to households 
that had been placed on a waiting list. 

What If I Haven't 
Purchased A DAC? 

In addition to changing the deadline, the 
Senate adjusted the bill so that broad- 
casters can drop the analog signal any- 
time before June 12. Thus, it's a good idea 
to pick up a DTV converter box as soon 
as possible, or you may end up missing 
some channels from your TV lineup. 

What If I've Already 
Purchased A DAC? 

Go ahead and connect the DTV con- 
verter box to your antenna and the TV. 
Nearly all broadcast stations now pro- 
duce a digital over-the-air signal, so you 
won't miss out on any of your favorite 
programming. Additionally, you may find 
that station's digital signal offers more 
channels, such as 8-1, 8-2, and 8-3, that 
you couldn't receive via the analog over- 
the-air signal. A digital signal is more effi- 
cient than analog, so broadcast stations 
can fit more channels into the same 
wavelength spectrum. The digital station 
should also offer improved picture and 
sound quality. Note that stations that 
made the DTV transition early may use a 
different frequency after the transition, so 
it'd be wise to regularly rescan for chan- 
nels on your DTV converter box. E3 

by Nathan Lake 
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Home Theater 
Black Tie Protection 

Give Your HDTV The Star Treatment 



ou don't think twice about 
WA protecting your expensive 
jewelry, so why should home- 
theater equipment in the 
same price range be any 
different? By adding Geek 
Squad Black Tie Protection to your 30-inch 
or larger TV purchases, you can expand 
warranty benefits beyond those provided 
by the manufacturer. "We noticed manu- 
facturer warranties were only really de- 
signed to cover the product/' says Geek 
Squad Double Agent Derek Meister. "We 
started to look not just at the product, but 
at how you use the product." 



This philosophy is why Geek Squad Black 
Tie Protection offers two plans that 
cover product failures due to normal 
wear and tear that usually isn't covered 
by manufacturer warranties. (See the 
"Geek Squad Black Tie Protection Plan 
For 30-inch Or Larger HDTVs" chart 
below for more details.) 

The Standard Plan will keep your TV 
working at its peak performance, thereby 
letting you enjoy your home theater with 
minimal downtime. Features such as uni- 
form pixel repair and burn-in coverage 
are offered with this plan. 



A step up from what the Standard Plan 
offers, the Premium Plan has additional 
features to help prevent TV problems. 
Customers who purchase the Premium 
Plan in conjunction with calibration ser- 
vices will receive a $50 discount. That 
means after your TV's initial calibration, 
future calibrations can be made if needed. 

And if your TV can't be fixed on the initial 
visit, technicians provide a loaner TV on 
request. "They literally roll it right out of 
the truck," says Meister. 133 

by Tracy Baker 



Geek Squad Black Tie Protection Plan 
For 30-inch Or Larger HDTVs 



Features 


Standard Plan 

(online and in-store) 


Premium Plan 

(in-store only) 


Normal Wear & Tear 


Yes 


Yes 


Pixel Repair 


Yes 


Yes 


Burn-In Coverage 


Yes 


Yes 


Projection TV Bulb Replacement 


Yes 


Yes 


No Lemon Policy 


Yes 


Yes 


Power Surge Repair 


Yes 


Yes 


Reinstallation Of Your Product 


Yes 


Yes 


Initial Calibration 


No 


Yes 


Post- Repair Recalibration 


No 


Yes 


Telephone Troubleshooting 


No 


Yes 


TV Loaner 


No 


Yes 



[FirstGlimpse 



Why ISF Certification 
Is Key 

Anyone can adjust the basic set- 
tings of an HDTV and claim that 
they've calibrated it, but only ISF-cer- 
tified specialists have the training and 
tools to truly get the most out of an 
HDTV. They can access settings that 
are normally off-limits using a TV's 
service menu to fine-tune every aspect 
of the picture, and they also use a 
sophisticated package of calibration 
hardware and software to test their ad- 
justments and make sure they conform 
to industry standards. A typical ISF- 
certified calibration session can cost 
hundreds of dollars all by itself, but 
it's just one component of a complete 
Black Tie Protection package. • 
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Delivery, Hook-Up 
& Recycling 

Best Buy Program Covers In-Home HDTV Setup 




ouldn't it be 
nice if buying 
that new HDTV 
you've had your 
eye on required 
nothing more 
than plunking down your money and 
letting someone else handle the heavy 
lifting of getting it to your home, safely 
unpacking and connecting it, and then 
cleaning the mess up afterward so you 
could get down to the act of watching 
movies and TV? Well, thanks to a new, 
free "Delivery, Hook-up & Recycling" 
program at Best Buy, the process can be 
that easy— provided your purchase 
meets a few requirements. 



The fact is, although HDTVs practically 
sell themselves to some people due to 
the entertainment positives they offer, 
there are some responsibilities associated 
with buying an HDTV that any buyer 
must deal with. These include planning 
how to get the HDTV home safe and 
sound, unpacking it from the shipping 
material without causing any damage, 
finding the best location in the home to 
place it, and then properly connecting a 
video connection to the set to get an 
image on the screen. Even after the HDTV 
is running, there's still the chore of recy- 
cling of the old TV you've replaced vs. 
simply tossing it in the local landfill where 
it does no one good. 
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Through "Delivery, Hook-Up & 
Recycling," Best Buy is aiming to alle- 
viate such concerns while simultane- 
ously shaving some dollars off of the 
purchase. To qualify for the program, 
customers must purchase a 32-inch or 
larger HDTV priced at $999 or more. 
This entitles the customer to free de- 
livery of the set within a 25-mile area 
(otherwise additional charges will 
apply). Once delivered, Best Buy em- 
ployees will then safely unpack the 
HDTV, perform any assembly that's re- 
quired, and then place the HDTV on a 
TV stand in the room the customer 
wants the set located in. 

Once the HDTV is in place, a Best Buy 
employee will then connect one video 
source to the TV that's already in the 
home, such as a digital cable, satellite, or 
antenna connection, and make sure the 
HDTV is functioning properly. After the 
HDTV is up and running, Best Buy em- 
ployees will gather up the HDTVs 
packing material and take it with them. 
If the customer chooses, Best Buy will 
also take the customer's old TV to a 
third-party recycler who will recycle 
each component possible. 

Best Buy states that "Delivery, Hook- 
Up & Recycling" doesn't cover 
HDTVs that customers have prevously 
purchased. Additionally, the program 
isn't valid with other offers in effect 
at Best Buy and special orders, HDTVs 
32 inches or smaller, and projec- 
tors ordered through BestBuy.com 
aren't covered. 03 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



HOME-THEATER CONNECTIONS 




Q 



What type of connections does a typical home 
theater need? 



It needs cables to carry audio and video from sources, 
such as a BD (Blu-ray Disc) player, to the TV and, ide- 
ally, to an audio receiver. 



Q 



What's the best kind of video cable to use? 



HDMI, which also carries audio in a single cable. It 
doesn't limit the quality of high-definition audio and 
video like other types of cable can. 



Q 



Are all HDMI cables created equal? 



No. Top HDMI cables have the high bandwidth neces- 
sary for advanced HD video features such as Deep 
Color. Build quality is important for a long service life, too. 



Q 



WhatisS-Video? 



This type of analog cable for standard-definition video 
uses compact connectors with multiple delicate pins. It 

eliminates much of the color bleeding and object edge 

jaggedness found in Composite video. 



Q 



What is Composite video? 



This low-end but common format sends all parts of a 
video signal over a single cable with RCA or phono 
plug connectors. Its video quality is poor but watchable. 



Q 



What audio cable options are there? 



Q 



My TV or player doesn't support HDMI. What other 
video cables are available? 



In order from best to worst sound quality, there are 
HDMI, optical (fiber-optic) and coaxial (RCA) digital, 
and analog audio cables (RCA or phono plugs). 



From best to worst, there's DVI, Component video, S- 
Video, and Composite video. Each requires you to use 
separate audio cables. 



Q 



Aren't optical and coaxial digital audio connections 
good enough for HD? 



Q 



What is DVI? 



DVI (Digital Video Interface) is a digital computer mon- 
itor interface that can match HDMI in picture quality, 

although it can't carry audio. You can connect most HTPCs 

(home-theater PCs) to many HDTVs via DVI. 



Bandwidth and other limitations keep these types of 
audio cables from transmitting high-definition BD 
audio formats at their full quality levels. 



Q 



What is the problem with analog audio cables? 



Q 



What is Component video? 



This analog format comes in several varieties, the best 
of which can convey relatively high-quality video over 

three RCA-style cables. It was common to pre-HDMI TVs and 

disc players. 



The most noticeable downside to inexpensive and ubiq- 
uitous analog connections is the hiss you'll hear over 
your speakers during quiet parts of movies and TV shows. 



Q 



What about wireless options? 



Products are on the horizon that use UWB (Ultra- 
Wideband) or WirelessHD wireless technologies to 

connect BD/DVD players to HDTVs or projectors with full 

picture and sound quality. 
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Yes, You Need To 

Calibrate 

Get Optimal HDTV Video Results 



D 



The HDTV is the center 
of attention in any home- 
theater setup. To ensure 
that it is providing the best 
video results, consider a 
professional HDTV calibration. 



Your Video May Not Be 
All That It Seems 

While every HDTV owner is unique, the 
display settings on an HDTV may not 
be. If you want to ensure lifelike image 
quality for your HDTV, you'll need a 
professional to perform a calibration. 

• Most TVs are shipped with a set stan- 
dard video mode meant for an elec- 
tronics store display — this means that 
the TV's settings are adjusted to show 
the best picture in a bright, fluores- 
cent-lit environment. Because it's un- 
likely your lighting at home matches 
the store's surroundings, you should 
have your TV professionally cali- 
brated by an ISF (Imaging Science 
Foundation)-certified specialist to 



r 



accommodate your home's unique 
lighting environment. 

• An HDTV's viewing angle and your 
home-theater setup also affect how 
your HDTV should be calibrated. An 
ISF-certified professional takes these 
factors into account when making 
adjustments. 

• Although you can expect to budget 
10 to 15% of the purchase price of 
your television for a professional 
calibration, consider it an entertain- 
ment investment that will pay divi- 
dends for years to come. 

Why A Professional 
Calibration? 

Instead of taking a chance with your 
HDTV investment, rely on professionals 
to handle the work for you. 

• Calibration specialists are ISF-certi- 
fied, which means they are trained 
to use highly specialized and expen- 
sive equipment to cali- 
brate HDTVs correctly. 

• A calibration DVD might 
be a tempting alternative, 
but it won't let you ad- 
just all of your HDTV's 
settings. An ISF-certified 
professional can access 
advanced service men- 
us to calibrate your TV 
correctly. These settings 



*' 



aren't meant to be experimented 
with, so if you poke around and gain 
access to your TV's service menu, it's 
best to leave it alone. Many cus- 
tomers have rendered their TV use- 
less because they didn't know which 
settings they were changing. 

• Calibration DVDs only adjust video 
settings for your HDTV's DVD input. 
This means when you're watching 
video from a source other than 
a DVD, your picture won't be cali- 
brated. A professional calibration 
takes care of two source inputs, 
such as your DVD player and cable 
box inputs. 

What You Can Expect 

An in-home calibration service will typi- 
cally last about two hours and includes 
the following: 

• A professional will use color analyzer 
equipment to objectively tune color 
saturation and temperature as pre- 
cisely as possible, letting you see video 
exactly the same way it looked when 
it was created. 

• Your HDTV's contrast will be set up to 
provide greater video detail, as well as 
the darkest blacks and brightest whites. 

• No matter which calibrated source 
input you are using, you will enjoy the 
best image clarity and sharpness that 
your HDTV can provide. B3 
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HDTV Glossary 




alderdash! OK, HDTV 
jargon isn't that bad, 
but there are a few 
terms every shopper 
should know. Here's your 
cheat sheet. 



aspect ratio— Put simply, it's the shape of 
the TV's screen. An HDTV has a wider pic- 
ture than a traditional TV of the same ver- 
tical screen height. An HDTV has a 16:9 
aspect ratio, meaning that if its screen 
were 16 inches wide, it would be 9 inches 
tall. A regular 4:3 TV screen would be 12 
inches wide at the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI— High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface is a type of cable connec- 
tion that carries both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed multichannel 
audio among HDTVs, home-theater 
receivers, and other components. 
HDMI cables maintain top picture 
and sound quality. 

HD tuner— Some more expensive HDTVs 
include a built-in tuner for receiving 
local high-def broadcast TV channels. 
Your TV doesn't need an HD tuner if you 
have cable or satellite service. Separate 
HD tuners and antennas are available 
for HDTVs without them. 

interlaced— When an HDTV displays an 
interlaced image, as in 1080i or 480i 
resolutions, it really shows you every 
other horizontal line of a frame of video 
(called a field) at a time. Sixty times a 
second, the TV displays the other field of 
the frame, meaning the lines not shown 
in the previous field. Interlaced video ap- 
pears to flicker and causes moving 
objects on-screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— Like a 

notebook's screen, an LCD HDTV uses 




V 






a fluid crystal substance to form pixels 
of color in front of a backlight. LCDs 
may not be able to match plasma TVs' 
deep black and gray areas, but they're 
lighter, sometimes less fragile, and con- 
sidered easier to set up. These work 
better in brighter rooms or if you will 
be playing unchanging images on the 
screen for an extended period of time. 

plasma— Plasma TVs use a tiny tube of 
gas for each pixel. Electricity makes each 
pixel glow. Plasmas create deeper blacks 
and sometimes brighter colors than LCDs 
and have better contrast. These also of- 
fer slightly better viewing angles. How- 
ever, older or less expensive models can 
also suffer permanent screen damage if 
an unchanging image is displayed too 
long, such as a TV channel's stock ticker 
or parts of certain video games. 

progressive scan— A TV showing a pro- 
gressively scanned image, as in 1080p 
or 720p resolutions, displays a full frame 



of video (both odd-lined and even- 
lined fields) all at once. Progressive-scan 
video looks sharper and doesn't flicker 
like interlaced images can. 

projection— Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer lower-priced alternatives to LCDs or 
plasmas by using projection technologies. 
These technologies vary, but all projec- 
tion TVs throw light on a screen from the 
front or rear. This means they are bulkier 
than plasmas or LCDs, but some rear-pro- 
jection sets have stellar picture quality. 

viewing angle— No matter where you sit 
in front of an HDTV with a wide viewing 
angle, such as 170 degrees, its picture 
should look reasonably good. Test this 
before you buy. 

widescreen— A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its 
vertical height. HDTVs typically have 
a 16:9 aspect ratio rather than an older 
4:3 display. 
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The Goods On LCDs, Plasmas & RPTVs 


LCD 


Plasma 


RPTV 




Pros 


Pros 


Pros 




• The thin profiles and light 


• Plasma TVs' light phosphors 


• RPTVs (rear-projection TVs) are sur- 




weight of these televisions 


evenly across the screen to 


prisingly lightweight for their sizes. 




make them easy to mount 


create images, and the images 


• You'll find exceptional picture quality 




on a wall. 


are consistently bright and clear 


on very big screens (65 inches and 




• Power demands are a bit 


with vibrant colors. 


larger). 




lower than comparably 


• The contrast ratio is high 


• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 




sized plasma displays and 


(30,000:1), so you'll see deep, 


be more cost-effective than LCD or 




considerably lower than 


dark blacks and bright, crisp 


plasma TVs. 




CRT televisions. 


whites. 






• Many LCD TVs have a VGA 


• The design and technology of 


Cons 




input, so you can hook up 


plasma TVs lend themselves to 






your computer and view 


large screen sizes — typically 50 


• With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 




content on a big, bright 


inches or greater. 


TVs are far too big and bulky to 




screen. 


• Rapid pixel response means no 


mount on a wall. 




• Altitude and air pressure 


blurry motion. 


• RPTVs still require that lamps, which 




have no effect on LCD TVs, 


• Wide viewing angles give you 


may cost a few hundred dollars, be 




so performance doesn't 


the same high-quality images 


replaced every few years. 




suffer in the mountains. 
• Image burn-in is unlikely. 


on-screen no matter where 






in the room you happen to 


Best For 






be sitting. 


• Big, roomy home theaters 




Cons 








Cons 


• Movies and games 




• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 


• Although the risk has been 










effect, but as LCD tech- 


greatly reduced through ad- 
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nology has improved, the 


vances in flat-screen technology, 


Ij^^ 




effect has become barely 


some plasma TVs are still sus- 






perceptible. 


ceptible to image burn-in if not 


d^i ^ ^fl^^^l 




• When pixels stick on or off, 


cared for properly. 
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they show up as either a 


• A combination of low air pres- 


lw%r^ ^ ^ 




pinpoint of bright light or 


sure and high altitudes (6,500 
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black and can be distracting 


feet and higher) may cause 
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on-screen. 


plasma TVs to buzz. 


k ^^M^N^k^ 




pest ror 


Best For 


• Bright, sunny kitchens 


• Movies with nonstop action 
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• Small rooms 


• Sporting events 
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Accessories & Services 



As you head toward the HDTV section of your 
local consumer electronics store, you'll invari- 
ably pass shelves of bland-looking HDTV ac- 
cessories. Sure, these accessories have multichannel 
audio, gold-plated connectors, nitrogen-injected insu- 
lation, and fully articulating mounting arms, but they 




can't compete visually with their big-screen flat-panel 
HDTV counterparts. Despite outward appearances, 
however, there are a handful of accessories that are 
vital to getting the most from your HDTV. Following is 
a rundown of accessories we recommend to complete 
your home-theater setup. 03 



1 



WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS 

Enable you to view your HDTV from the best possible angle 
O Give you the ability to adjust your HDTV when necessary 
O Maximize space in your living area 

HDMI CABLES 



Carry uncompressed digital audio/video signals to and from 

your HDTV and its components 

Shielding in higher-end models eliminates interference from 

other components 

Well-built connectors ensure a snug stable fit 



CLEANING KIT 

> Protect your HDTV's screen by using specially formulated 
sprays and cloths 

Eliminates the dangers of scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent damaging other home-theater 
equipment 



CORD CONCEALMENT KIT 

Hide multiple cords while keeping them organized 
Minimize cord clutter, especially with wall-mounted sets 
Keep the focus on your new HDTV and not the cords con- 
nected to it 

UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 



Simplify your home-theater setup with one remote that can 

control all of your components 

Program functions to watch a movie with the click of one 

button, for example 

Easily view options in the dark with a backlit LCD 



SURGE PROTECTORS/POWER CONDITIONERS 

Save your home theater from potential damage by using a 
surge protector that will absorb electrical fluctuations 
Filter out "dirty power," also known as electrical "noise" and 
radio interference, that can degrade your home theater's audio 
and video with a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind knowing that your home theater will give 
you its peak performance for the longest amount of time 

v 

SURROUND-SOUND SYSTEM 



Maximize your HDTV experience with more theater-like audio 
Feel like you're in the movie scene instead of just watching it 
Even out softer and louder programming with an equalizer 

TV STANDS - 

Offer flexibility if you're unable to mount your HDTV on the wall 
Available in a variety of finishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for additional home-theater equipment 



HOME-THEATER SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer tackle the following tasks, 
and you'll be able to enjoy the full glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home Consultation 
TV Recycling 
TV Calibration 
* TV Mounting & Cord Concealment 
Remote Control Programming 
Speaker Setup 
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TOSHIBA 

Leading Innovation » 



LCD TV 

Amazing Fast Action Sports and Movies 





Toshiba REGZA ZV650 
Series 1080p LCD HDTV 
(42ZV650U/47ZV650U/ 
55ZV650U) 

MSRP: 42-inch model $1,299 

SKU: not available 

MSRP: 47-inch model $1,699 

SKU: not available 

MSRP: 55-inch model $2,399 

SKU: not available 



www.tacp.toshiba.com 



Quick Overview 

Beautifully designed from the inside out, this 
new REGZA features ClearScan 240 for an all 
new level of picture clarity when watching fast 
motion sports or movies. It also includes Pixel- 
Pure 5G 14-bit processing for a smoother, more 
natural picture, and Resolution+ technology so 
even SD sources will feel like HD. Providing the 
perfect combination of function and stylish ap- 
peal, this series is wrapped in the stunning Deep 
Lagoon Design. 

Perfect For 

Those who want the best in picture quality, ad- 
vanced technologies and stylish cosmetics. 



Outstanding Benefits 

1080p Full HD CineSpeed™ LCD Display with 24f capability 

ClearScan 240™ with Backlight Scanning for fast motion video 

High 100,000:1 Dynamic Contrast Ratio with CrystalCoat 

Improved REGZA Engine with PixelPure 5G* 14-bit internal digital 

video processor and Resolution+™ Super Resolution Technology 

AutoView™ for automatic picture adjustment 

ColorMaster™ Wide Color Enhancer 

Dolby* Volume to ensure consistent sound levels 

4 HDMI™ Digital Inputs (1 Side) with InstaPort ™ and REGZA-Link* 

USB Port, SD Card Slot, IR Pass-Through Port and High-Res PC Input 

Coolest Feature 

ClearScan 240 delivers the ultimate in crisp, clear fast action images, 
especially when viewing sports or movies. 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh rate 



What It Means 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let you 
connect your 
components 
to your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to periph- 
erals, such as audio 
to speakers 



How many still 
frames of video 
appear on-screen 
in one second 







Panasonic VIERA 
TC-L37X1 

MSRP: $799.95* 
SKU 9235124 



37 
inches 



22.8x36.1 x 
3.9 inches; 
36 pounds 
(with stand) 



720p 



1 78 degrees 



3 HDMI; 1 DVI; 1 
S- Video; 1 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 



1 audio 



60Hz 



Insignia 
NS-LCD42HD-09 

MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 8632802 



42 
inches 



27x39.8x 
4.5 inches; 
40.7 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
S-Video; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 



2 audio 



60Hz 




Samsung LN46B640 

MSRP: $1,899* 
SKU N/A 



46 
inches 



30.4x46.1 x 
3.1 inches; 
44.8 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 2 
USB; 1 PC 



N/A 



120Hz 




Sharp AQUOS 
LG52D85U 

MSRP: $2,299.99* 
SKU 9034243 



52 
inches 



31.34x49.3x 
3.16 inches; 
52.9 pounds 



1080p 



176 
degrees 



5 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 PC 



N/A 



120Hz 



Toshiba 55ZV650U 

MSRP: $2,399.99* 
SKU N/A 



55 
inches 



35.47x53.62x 
15.59 inches; 
79 pounds 
(with stand) 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 1 PC; 
1USB 



N/A 



120Hz 



LG 52LC70 

MSRP: $2,799.95* 
SKU 8833747 



52 
inches 



33.3x50.6x 
5.1 inches; 
79.6 pounds 



1080p 



178 
degrees 



4 HDMI; 4 Com- 
ponent; 1 Com- 
posite; 1 RF; 1 
PC; 1 S-Video 



2 audio 



120Hz 




Mitsubishi 
LT-52149 

MSRP: $2,999* 
SKU 8961634 



52 
inches 



31.5x47.7x 
4.8 inches; 
83.8 pounds 
(with stand) 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 3 
Component; 2 
S-Video; 2 
Composite 



2 audio 



120Hz 




Sony Bravia 
KDL-46XBR8 

MSRP: $4,699.99* 
SKU 8996508 



46 
inches 



27x49.625x 
5.75 inches; 
71.6 pounds 



1080p 



178 
degrees 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 3 
Composite; 1 S- 
Video; 1 RF; 1 PC 



1 audio 



120Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 



IFirstGlimpsel 



22 May 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



HOME THEATER 



Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 



Size 



Dimensions; 
Weight** 



Native 
resolution 



Viewing 
angle 



Inputs 



Outputs 



Refresh rate 




What It Means 



The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 



A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 



The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 



Inputs let 
you connect 
your com- 
ponents to 
your TV 



Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to per- 
ipherals, such as 
audio to speakers 



How many still 
frames of video 
appear on-screen 
in one second 



Samsung PN42B450 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9235259 



42 
inches 



26x41.6x2.9 
inches; 61.3 
pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 1 
PC 



N/A 



600Hz 



Panasonic VIERA 
TCP42X1 

MSRP: $899.95* 
SKU 9219213 



42 
inches 



N/A 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 



1 audio 



N/A 



5^*r^i 




Panasonic VIERA 
TCP50X1 

MSRP: $1,099.95* 
SKU 9219062 



50 
inches 



32.125x48x 
4.125 
inches; 75 
pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 



1 audio 



60Hz 



Samsung PN50B450 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9239371 



50 
inches 



29.5x48.1x 
2.9 inches; 
77.2 
pounds 



720p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 1 
PC 



N/A 



600Hz 







LG 50PG60 

MSRP: $2,499.98* 
SKU 8962045 



50 
inches 



31.2x48.7x 
3.1 inches; 
87.5 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF; 
1PC 



3 audio 



180Hz 



Hitachi 
P50X902 

MSRP: $3,199* 
SKU 9015692 



50 
inches 



31.9x48.9x 
4.25 inches; 
N/A 



1080p 



N/A 



3 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
S-Video; 1 RF 



1 audio 



60Hz 




LG 60PG60 

MSRP: $4,099.95* 
SKU 8961965 



60 
inches 



36.4x57.3x 
3.3 inches; 
113.9 
pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 1 
S-Video; 1 USB 



2 audio 



180Hz 




Pioneer 
PRCM41FD 

MSRP: $7,000* 
SKU 8982979 



60 
inches 



34.5x57.68x 
2.53 inches; 
110 pounds 



1080p 



N/A 



4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 
1 Composite; 
1 PC 



N/A 



60Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. **unless specified, this is without stand 
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Digital 
Cameras 101 

The Fun Stuff 



ou might be familiar with basic digital camera features such as 
megapixels, LCD screen size, and optical zoom, but have you ever 
thought beyond the bare essentials of a decent point-and-shoot 
camera? While the basic features are important, there are also lots of 
fun features you should consider when choosing a digital camera. \H 




by Seth Colaner 

Upload to YouTube. Some digital cameras have a 
YouTube mode that records short videos in a 
format that is ready to upload to YouTube (www 
.youtube.com), a hugely popular video-sharing site 
where you can post your videos for all the world to 
see. Most likely, the camera will come bundled with 
software that makes it easy for you to transfer your 
video masterpieces to your computer and post 
them to the site without having to reformat them. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Photographers who like 
to take quick video 
clips with their cameras 
and broadcast them to 
friends and family via 
the Internet. 
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There is a niche that exists 
between point-and-shoot 
digital cameras and feature- 
heavy, professional-quality 
D-SLRs. Prosumer cameras 
fit that role in both function 
and nomenclature. First, they 
tend to look a bit more like 
D-SLRs, with larger bodies 
and bigger lenses. Further, 
prosumer cameras will cap- 
ture photos in the uncom- 
pressed RAW format, like a 
D-SLR, to give you higher- 
quality photos to work with, 
and they also generally have a 
higher megapixel rating than 
point-and-shoots. In addition 
to auto settings, they will 
have more manual settings 
and controls than point-and- 
shoots, though not as many 
as D-SLRs. If you're looking 
to take a step beyond point- 
and-shoot digital cameras but 
aren't ready for the leap to a 
D-SLR, a prosumer camera is 
a smart compromise. 



LIFESTYLE CLOSE-UP: Digital Imaging Buying Guide 



HD photos and video. Often, you may find that you 
want to capture some video clips along with snapping 
still photos. Many cameras feature the ability to shoot 
video, and some even let you do so in HD. HD video 
will look much better played back on an embedded 
online video or on your HDTV than standard-defini- 
tion clips. Plus, if you want to display a slideshow of 
your still photos on your HDTV, the images captured 
in HD will look better than normal photos. 




PERFECT FOR: 

Anyone who wants to 
take crisp HD video 
clips and photos with 
their digital camera and 
then display them on 
an HDTV. 


One particularly 
useful feature 
many digital 
cameras include is 
face detection. 

Face detection. One particularly 
useful feature many digital cameras 
include is face detection. Essentially, 
this feature "looks" for faces to focus 
on, so you have a much better 
chance of snapping the best possible 
shots of family and friends. With this 
feature, you won't have to worry 
about the camera accidentally auto- 
focusing on a plant situated 
in front of your subjects and ruining 
the shot. 


Blink detection. How many times have you 
snapped the perfect portrait, only to notice later 
that one of the subjects was blinking? To help users 
avoid such frustrations, some cameras feature Blink 
Detection. This technology will quickly analyze 
each photo you take and immediately give you an 
alert message if any of the subjects blinked. 


PERFECT FOR: 

Anyone who takes pic- 
tures of unruly broods, 
such as a bunch of ex- 
cited 7-year-olds at a 
birthday party or a 
minivan load's worth 
of junior-high basket- 
ball players. 


Image stabilization. To aid the shaky-handed pho- 
tographer, many digital cameras include an image 
stabilization feature. Cameras with image stabiliza- 
tion will sense when the camera is moving slightly 
or shaking and automatically adjust so your 
photos — even in rougher environments — will more 
likely turn out crisp and clear instead of fuzzy. This 
is especially useful for long-range shots or when 
you zoom in to take a shot from a long way away, 
such as when you want to catch a closer shot of 
your child's footwork during a soccer game. 


PERFECT FOR: 

Anyone who takes a lot 
of long-range photos 
or takes photos in 
places where motion 
blur might occur, such 
as in a car or on a train. 


PERFECT FOR: 

Taking fun candids of friends and 
family, even when there's a lot of 
activity and rambunctious posing. 


In-camera editing. How far has dig- 
ital camera technology come? Some 
cameras offer in-camera editing fea- 
tures—that's how far. Depending 
on the specific camera, you can re- 
move facial blemishes, fix red-eye 


Shooting modes. With prosumer cameras and D- 
SLRs, you can shoot in Auto mode, but you also 
have a host of options for altering the manual set- 
tings of a camera, such as aperture, ISO speed, and 
flash. On point-and-shoot cameras, you can usually 
manually adjust the flash, but that's it. Instead of 
manual settings, point-and-shoots frequently come 
packed with automatic shooting modes. 

Auto modes are camera settings that are opti- 
mized to work best in specific conditions. For 


PERFECT FOR: 

Shutterbugs and pros 
who want to be ready 
for any and every situa- 
tion, including pho- 
tographing sporting 
events, taking night- 
time shots, capturing 
sweeping landscapes, 
and more. 


issues, and even crop photos. This 
is especially convenient if you don't 
have access to your computer's 
photo-editing software but still 
want to be able to share your 
photos in their finest form. 

Plus, having the chance to make 
some corrections in-camera means 
you can produce photos on a port- 
able photo printer without the 
need for a computer. 


event, you'll want to switch to a Sports or Action 
auto mode; if you're taking a photo of two 
friends, you may want to use a Portrait setting; 
and if it's bright out, choose the option for taking 
photos in direct sunlight. 








PERFECT FOR: 

Tidying up your photos quickly 
and easily without a computer so 
you can share your perfected 
shots immediately. 
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Is It 

For A D-SLR? 

With Digital Cameras, 
Bigger Does Mean Better 



ou can't beat a point-and-shoot digital camera for convenience, not 
when most of them slip comfortably into a shirt pocket. You can, 
however, usually beat the photos they take. Just shoot the same sub- 
ject with a D-SLR camera. 



Although point-and-shoot cameras can have comparably sophisti- 
cated operating systems and offer numerous shooting modes and other options, 
some significant differences make D-SLRs the better cameras for serious photography. 




Higher-quality interchangeable lenses. D-SLR lenses 
are considerably larger than the lenses of point- 
and-shoot cameras. At this scale, the glass and 
other components are machined to a greater preci- 
sion. That means they can do a better job of cap- 
turing fine details and shooting with an extremely 
narrow depth of field (the subject is in sharp focus 
while the background is blurred beyond recogni- 
tion). D-SLR lenses are also detachable from the 
camera body, so you can always use exactly the lens 
you need for different shooting situations. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Photographers after the 
ultimate in creative con- 
trol. Because you can 
swap the lens, you can 
use different lenses for 
different specialties- 
say, one for landscapes 
and one for portraits. 
We'll follow up with 
more about lenses later. 
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If you've only used point- 
and-shoot cameras, a 
D-SLR may seem more com- 
plex to operate. However, 
you shouldn't have trouble 
finding a model that will 
make the transition fun and 
easy. Try one of these two 
upgrade paths: 

Choose an entry-level D- 
SLR. To keep the price not 
much more than a good 
point- and-shoot, manufac- 
turers leave off the bells and 
whistles of high-end cameras. 

Pick a more advanced 
model and leave its mode 
dial on Automatic. You'll 
still have the foolproof con- 
venience of a point- and- 
shoot camera and can wade 
into the deeper functions at 
your leisure. 

Either way, you'll improve 
your image quality and range 
of shooting options. 
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Bigger image sensor. A camera's image sensor is a 
computer chip filled with millions of tiny compo- 
nents called pixels, which convert light and color into 
digital data. With its larger body, a D-SLR doesn't 
have to cram its sensor into as tight a space. Thus, on 
a larger sensor, the pixels are spaced farther apart. 
The benefit? They create less electrical interference 
with each other, which can appear as unwanted 
speckles of color (called digital noise) in your photos. 




PERFECT FOR: 

Photographers obsessed 
with image quality. 
When the megapixels 
are equal in a D-SLR and 
a point-and-shoot, the 
D-SLR's larger sensor 
should deliver cleaner, 
clearer shots. 


Focus On Lenses 

With a D-SLR, you never need to limit 
yourself to a single lens. Instead, you can 
build up a collection of lenses for gen- 
eral and specialized uses. Here are the 
most useful types you can add to your 
camera bag. 

General-purpose zoom. For shooters new 


RAW format. Most point-and-shoot digicams shoot 
only to JPEG, which discards some image data to re- 
duce file size. D-SLRs will shoot JPEGs, too, but also let 
you shoot in RAW. Think of this file format as a dig- 
ital negative that preserves every bit of image data 
the sensor captures. Rather than finalizing the image 
as soon as the photo is snapped, RAW mode memo- 
rizes the camera settings, allowing you to preserve 
the original image. Using a RAW-compatible soft- 
ware program, you can enhance your photos with 
changes to exposure, white balance, saturation, 
sharpness, color, and much more without losing any 
of your original data. When you edit a JPEG, you will 
continually destroy the original data because you are 
using your finalized photo as the starting place. 


PERFECT FOR: 

Digital darkroom 
enthusiasts. RAW 
shooters consider the 
original photo as 
merely a starting point. 
Once the photo is on 
the computer, the real 
creative fun begins. 


to D-SLRs, this is the place to start. The 
focal length (lens length from front to 
back) covers a range from wide-angle to 
telephoto. A quick terminology note: 
You'll sometimes see "zoom" used to 
mean "telephoto," but they aren't actu- 
ally synonymous. Strictly speaking, zoom 
means an adjustable focal length. You 
can zoom both in and out. You might 
zoom in with the telephoto for a portrait 
or to shorten the distance to your sub- 
ject then zoom out to a wide-angle set- 
ting for a landscape or a group shot. 

Telephoto. Telephotos use a long focal 
length to pull distant subjects into closer 
view. The longer the focal length, the 


Faster operation. Point-and-shoot cameras vary 
widely in operation speed. Some still exhibit notice- 
able shutter lag, and others can take several mo- 
ments to power on before you can shoot. None of 
that applies to D-SLRs, which have near- instanta- 
neous response times. D-SLRs also perform better in 
burst mode (shooting multiple frames per second), 
which is essential for sports and action photography. 
Because you can take numerous shots of a rapidly 
moving subject, you have a better chance of cap- 
turing the perfect split-second shot, or you can use 
all the shots to create a montage of motion. 


PERFECT FOR: 

Photographers who 
crave speed. This may 
mean shooting action 
photos at a soccer 
match without miss- 
ing the moment or 
simply trusting your 
camera to be ready in 
a split second. 


stronger the lens's magnification power. 

Wide-angle. These lenses use a short 
focal length to capture a broad field of 
view. The shorter the focal length, the 
wider the view will be. 

Macro. If you're interested in shooting 
small subjects— flowers or insects, for 
example— this is the lens for you. 
Macros let you get extremely close for 
amazing detail. 

Are You D-SLR Ready? 

If you'll use even one of a D-SLR's differ- 
ences to your advantage, then you may 
be ready to make the leap. Although D- 
SLRs aren't as sleek as point-and-shoot 
cameras, what you trade in convenience 
you'll more than make up for in perfor- 
mance and image quality. B3 


Expandability. With most point-and-shoot cam- 
eras, you're buying in to a closed system that 
doesn't allow for expansion. They aren't really 
made to widen your creative possibilities with ac- 
cessories. D-SLRs are. 


PERFECT FOR: 

Photographers who want 
a camera that can grow 
with them. Possible add- 
ons include a higher- 
quality on-camera flash, 
an off-camera flash for 
side lighting, lens filters, 






and a remote control. 


by Brian Hodge 
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Pick Your 
Camcorder 

Which Type Suits Your Lifestyle? 



ho could have predicted the huge popularity surge of home 
video? Consumer camcorders have been around for several 
decades, but YouTube and HDTV have made them hot items. 

Today, you can choose from a broad selection of camcorders 
with an equally broad range of prices. Most can connect to a TV 
through an accessory cable, USB port, or even a memory card slot so you can play 
back the footage you've shot. Likewise, most camcorders can also connect to a com- 
puter so you can edit your video, burn it to a DVD or BD (Blu-ray Disc), and/or shrink 
it to play back on your iPod. 

Many camcorders can pull double duty as digital cameras, letting you take still 
photos that are stored on internal or removable flash memory. For the best photos 
and video, it's worth buying a camcorder with great picture quality and a high optical 
zoom power, such as 10X or 20X. 
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Lately there has been an 
explosion of compact, 
rugged camcorders that 
record to flash memory. 
These are popular items be- 
cause they're inexpensive and 
simple to operate but also 
because they produce small 
video files that are easy to 
share with friends and family 
on the Web. 

What pocket flash cam- 
corders are not so great at is 
making high-quality video. 
They're better than nothing, 
but you certainly shouldn't 
rely on them to record your 
child's first bike ride or your 
sister's wedding. Still, low- 
buck flashcorders make ter- 
rific secondary cams, such as 
for outdoor enthusiasts who 
don't want to risk damaging 
their more expensive, high- 
quality camcorders. 
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Camcorders are generally sold by the type 
of storage they use. Each has its pros and 
cons, but first, let's talk about the newest 
revolution in home video: high-definition. 

High-Def vs. Standard-Def 
Camcorders 

Until recently, all consumer camcorders 
recorded video at near-DVD resolution 
with a fullscreen 4:3 aspect ratio. 
These video attributes matched the TVs 
of yesteryear. 

Today, there's an exhilarating new op- 
tion. If you have an HDTV, consider 
buying a high-def camcorder for a much 
sharper, clearer picture. All HD models 
feature a widescreen 16:9 aspect ratio, 
although many standard-def camcord- 
ers now record in widescreen, too. 

Camcorders that take full advantage of 
high-def's potential with superior lenses 
and imaging processors are pricey. Basic 
1080i models, such as JVC's Everio GZ- 
HM200BU, start at $579.99. There are low- 
end 720p models starting at $129, but 
some of them don't have much of a 
video-quality advantage over a good stan- 
dard-definition camcorder. Before you 
buy one of these base models, verify that 
it can connect to your HDTV for playback. 

If you buy a high-def camcorder that uses 
a nonremovable storage medium such as 
a hard drive or flash memory, you'll need 
some additional items before you can 
start building a home movie collection. 
First, you'll have to offload the video to a 
computer using video-editing or disc- 
authoring software that's compatible 
with your camcorder. If you're using a 
media extender or HTPC (home-theater 
PC), you can store your HD video on the 
computer's hard drive indefinitely and 
stream it to your TV. 



However, if you want to transfer your HD 
footage to disc without losing image 
quality, you'll need software that can 
write high-def video to BD, a BD burner, 
blank BD-R or BD-RE discs, and a BD 
player. Some video software and devices 
can put high-def video on an ordinary 
DVD in the AVCREC or AVCHD formats. 
This is an inexpensive option for owners 
of BD players that support playback of 
AVCREC or AVCHD discs. 



Storage Types 

Take a look at the storage types listed 
below to see which one will best fit 
your needs. All camcorders use at least 
one of these methods to store their 
video, and many models will include 
additional flash memory modules or 
slots for digital photos and/or extra 
recording capacity. E3 

by Marty Sems 



Disc. A disc-recording camcorder lets you play its 
media in a DVD or BD player. Most use 3-inch Mini 
DVDs, and some can use DL (dual-layer) DVDs for 
nearly double the recording time. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Mainstream consumers 
who don't want the 
hassle of offloading and 
editing video. 




Tape. MiniDV camcorders record digital video, usu- 
ally at DVD quality or less. They use tiny cassette 
tapes that are pricier than Mini DVDs but are more 
tolerant of media defects. Most video-editing soft- 
ware can capture footage from MiniDV camcorders. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Users who don't mind 
rewinding and who 
want long-lasting, com- 
pact removable media. 



Hard drive. A camcorder with a hard drive can be 
very small yet have an extremely long recording 
time. (Spare batteries will help.) However, when 
the drive is full, you'll need to either move your 
footage to an external storage device or PC or 
record over it. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Prosumer and hobby 
videographers who 
cover sports and other 
lengthy events and 
who plan to edit their 
video on a PC. 



Flash memory. Flash storage lets a camcorder be 
very small, rugged, and inexpensive. Some cam- 
corders, such as Kodak's Zi6 Pocket Video Camera 
($179.95; www.kodak.com), have flash memory 
slots. They let you swap memory cards and keep 
shooting, offload video with a card reader, and 
even play back the footage on certain HDTVs. 
Models with built-in memory typically require you 
to transfer footage with a computer over USB. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Video b loggers, hikers 
and bikers, email and 
social networking site 
users. 



Don't forget a case, a tripod, and lens cleaning accessories. Oh, 
and pick up some blank media if your new camcorder needs it. 
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Give Your * 
Camera A Boost 

Match It With A High-Performance Memory Card 





here's no doubt that 
you put a lot of time 
and thought into your 
purchase of a new dig- 
ital camera or cam- 
corder. To bring out the 
best in your high-performance device, 
don't make purchasing a memory card 
an afterthought. 

Your camera's or camcorder's users 
manual will tell you which memory card 
formats your camera or camcorder is 
compatible with, such as SD (Secure 
Digital), CF (Compact Flash), or xD- 
Picture Card. Note that sometimes a 
camera or a camcorder is compatible 
with more than one type of card. 

Advanced format memory cards, such 
as SDHC (SD High Capacity) and MS Pro 
Duo, not only help your device read and 
write data more quickly, but they also 
have higher storage capacities overall. 
These cards can presently store between 
4 and 32GB of files, which is ideal for 
high-definition material, or images with 
a 7MP count or more, because these im- 
ages take more space on memory cards. 

If you're questioning whether you need 
to get a high-capacity card, consider 
that they are designed to capture all 
types of media, including audio, video, 
and still images, while standard memory 
cards are geared more toward point- 
and-shoot cameras that aren't engi- 
neered to generate the same quality 
that high-performance cameras and 



camcorders do. For example, you can 
put 476 images on a standard 1GB SD 
card with a 6MP camera, but with a 4GB 
SDHC card, you can take 3,812 pictures 
with a 6MP camera or record 83 min- 
utes of 720p standard video (at 9Mbps). 

High-performance cameras and cam- 
corders, such as the Canon high-defini- 
tion Vixia HF200 ($749.99; www.usa 
.canon.com), are complemented best by 
a high-speed memory card. This allows 
them to capture and play back videos 
and photos as quickly as they are de- 
signed to do so, which lets them op- 
erate at their best. 

When considering the memory card's 
speed, note that they are sold under dif- 
ferent Class types to reflect their speeds: 
Class 2 (2MBps), Class 4 (4MBps), and 
Class 6 (6MBps). The higher a card's 
Class number, the more megabytes per 
second of photo data the card will 
be able to read and write as you view 
or take photos with your camera. 
Additionally, a higher Class number will 
ensure your camera or camcorder isn't 
slowed down while you're using it. 

To get the most out of your digital 
imaging devices, find a memory card 
with a high Class rating and a high ca- 
pacity. A higher-end memory card is 
worth the extra expense because it will 
better match the data speeds at which 
your device can achieve, and you'll have 
more space to save large amounts of 
photo and video data. For example, to 



get the most out of high-definition cam- 
corders that support flash memory and 
cameras with 7MP or more, use a high- 
speed memory card, which will write 
data faster compared to other cards. 
This means that as you're shooting, 
you'll experience less shutter lag and be 
able to take succeeding shots faster 
without missing a moment. 

For cameras that feature burst mode 
(where the camera can take several 
shots usually in one second), a high- 
speed memory card will ensure you 
won't miss a single frame. Additionally, 
HD camcorders often have demanding 
storage capacities per minute of video 
and need speedy transfer speeds to sup- 
port high-quality audio and video data. 
To record 60 minutes of standard HD 
content at 9Mbps, for example, you will 
need at least 4GB of storage space. 
Because of this, most HD camcorders re- 
quire high-speed memory cards because 
they record photos and video with 
more detail than SD camcorders. 

You've invested in a top-quality digital 
camera or camcorder, so be certain that 
your device is always operating at its 
peak performance level. Purchasing a 
high-speed memory card will ensure 
you'll get fantastic photo and video re- 
sults during and after shooting, and a 
card with a large storage capacity will 
make sure you always have enough 
room for all of your memories. 03 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Enjoy The View 

The Advantages Of Wireless Photo Frames 



he photos we display remind us of the remarkable moments in our 
lives and the people in them. If you've owned a digital camera for a 
while, you've probably accumulated quite the digital photo collection. 
Digital photo frames are great for displaying this collection because you 
can view the photos as a slideshow. Even better, you can now purchase 
digital photo frames that access your wireless home network and 
stream the images stored on your PC or the Internet. \H 




by Nathan Lake 



Enjoy more images. Wired frames store images on 
memory cards, which can only store so many digital 
photos. Even if you purchase a memory card with a 
large capacity, the number of photos you can display 
is still limited. With a wireless frame, you can 
select as many photos as you want to run in your 
slideshow because the photos are stored on your PC. 
Note that you'll need to leave your PC on; otherwise, 
your frame won't be able to access your images. 



PERFECT FOR: 

People with large 
photo collections. 
Unlimited photo selec- 
tion means you can dis- 
play all your photos on 
the photo frame. 



Easy photo uploads. Wireless photo frames reduce 
the number of steps required to add new photos to 
your frame. With a traditional digital photo frame, 
you need to remove the memory card from the 
photo frame, connect the card to your PC or an ex- 
ternal memory card reader, copy the new images to 
the memory card, and reinsert the memory card into 
the frame. With a wireless photo frame, you can use 
the frame's on-screen menu to select the photos you 
want to display from the photos saved on your PC. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Those who regularly 
take photos. You can 
add new photos to 
the frame's slideshow 
in seconds. 



Display online photos. Many wireless photo frames, 
such as Kodak's W1020 ($269.95; www.kodak.com) 
and W820 ($219.95), can stream the images from 
some of the photo-sharing Web sites you use. These 
can access the images you (or your friends and family) 
upload to the Kodak Gallery (www.kodakgallery 
.com) or Flickr (www.flickr.com) and display them 
on your wireless photo frame. A Picture Mail feature 
will alert you when new photos arrive on your frame. 



PERFECT FOR: 

Photo-sharing site users. 
If you and your parents 
share images at the 
Kodak Gallery, they 
could purchase a Kodak 
wireless photo frame 
and display your images 
on their photo frame. 
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Some wireless photo 
frames can also receive 
and display news content, in- 
cluding weather, sports, and 
traffic information. For ex- 
ample, Kodak's wireless 
picture frames can receive 
and display RSS (Really 
Simple Syndication; delivers 
customizable content se- 
lected by you) news, 
weather, and photo feeds 
from FrameChannel (www 
.framechannel.com). The 
FrameChannel RSS feed 
even lets you pull images 
from other photo-sharing 
Web sites, such as Facebook. 
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Print Size 

& Megapixels 

Count Your Pixels Before You Print 



H riming a digital image 
is like painting a room — 
just as you need to 
know how much paint 
is required to fully 
cover the walls, you 
need to have enough pixels to cover 
the surface of the paper. If you 
paint a large living room using only a 
quart of paint, the walls will look 
splotchy and the old paint will prob- 
ably show through. Likewise, if you try 
to stretch the pixels of a 3AAP image 
to create an 8x10 print, the picture 
won't look very good — details will be 
missing, and it very well may show in- 
dividual pixels (called pixelization). 
You probably won't want to share 
a low-quality print created with too 
few pixels nor would you want to hang 
it on your wall. 

Pixel count isn't the only factor that de- 
termines the quality and size of your 
printed photo results; the printer reso- 
lution, known as ppi (pixels per inch), 
will also affect your photo's clarity and 
size. Pixels per inch determines how 
densely pixels are situated in an image. 
So, the higher a camera's ppi setting, the 
more detailed an image printout will ap- 
pear. If you have too few pixels per inch, 
pixels will stretch to fill the image size 
you are printing, and this can make your 
image appear blocky or blurry. 

The number of pixels you need per 
square inch depends on what you plan 
to do with the photos. For print- 
ing purposes, 300ppi is considered 
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professional print quality because 
pixelization won't be noticeable from 
a few inches away. On the other 
hand, images you view on a computer 
screen will always appear relatively the 
same size and quality regardless of 
an image's ppi. The resolution of a 
computer monitor can vary from 
60 to 100ppi, but photos with at least 
72ppi will suffice for emails and 
blog postings you want friends and 
family to see. 

You can use your photo-editing soft- 
ware to figure out how many pixels 
per inch your image has. In some 
programs, this can be found in the 
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same dialog box you use to resize your 
image. If the image came straight 
from your camera, it will probably be 
preset to 72ppi. You can adjust this 
setting based on your camera's capa- 
bilities and the image size and quality 
you desire. To figure out what print 
sizes you can create with a particular 
camera, consult our "Megapixels To 
Print Optimization Chart" below. 133 



• 

2 


T o achieve the optimum 
1 camera with enough me 
list below will give you an i 
cameras with different reso 

Camera Resolution 

megapixels* 
(approx. pixels) 


Drint size for your digital 
gapixels to match your p] 
dea of what photo results 
utions. 

Maximum Print Size 
At 240ppi (approx. 
inches) 


images, you need a 
rinting needs. The 
you can expect from 

Maximum Print Size 
At 300ppi (approx. 
inches) 


5MP (2,580x1,944) 


8x10 


6x8 


6MP (3,008 x 2,000) 


8x11 


7x9 


7MP (3,072 x 2,304) 


9x12 


7x10 


8MP (3,264 x 2,488) 


10x13 


8x11 


9MP (3,488x2,616) 


11x14 


9x12 


10MP (3,648x2,736) 


11x15 


9x13 


1 IMP (3,830x2,872) 


12x16 


10x12 


12MP (4,000x3,000) 


13x17 


10x13 

*Megapixel = 1 million pixels 
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Digital Camera Presets 

What They Mean & When To Use Them 



^■BB ecoming a better digital 

B BkB photographer arguably 
B ^^<^H relies on two things: ex- 
B ^^1 perimentation and expe- 
^^^^^^^ rience. Acquiring that 
^^^^^^ experience means ex- 
perimenting with your camera's various 
tools, including its preset shooting 
modes. Presets automatically set a digital 
camera to predetermined exposure set- 
tings that match a given lighting environ- 
ment. Nearly every digicam today offers 
at least a few presets, although some 
models may have 20 or more. The 
following are common presets to 
experiment with to gain that oh-so- 
valuable experience. 

Action. Also labeled Sports, Motion, 
Pets, or Kids, this mode captures fast- 
moving action photos, such as track and 
field events, cars, and horses. To prevent 
blurring, the camera uses a fast shutter 
speed. Many digicams also include Burst 
or Continuous modes to shoot several 
frames quickly with one push of the 
shutter button. 

Beach/Snow. To compensate for the 
abundance of natural and reflected light 



that exists in these environments, the 
camera adjusts exposure and white bal- 
ance so that photos don't wash out. 
Some cameras may also slightly saturate 
colors to create warmer tones. 

Dawn/Twilight. The camera allows for 
longer exposure and shutter times in 
these modes to take advantage of the 
softer and warmer lighting that exists at 
the beginning and the end of the day. A 
digicam may also saturate colors and in- 
crease the depth of field to keep back- 
grounds in focus. 

Landscape. In Landscape mode, photos 
will have a greater depth of field, keeping 
both the foreground and background in 
focus. Typically, the camera uses the 
smallest aperture (the size of the lens 
opening) setting possible. Landscape is 
good for shooting mountains, lakeshores, 
skylines, rolling hills, and fields. 

Macro. To focus on objects that are very 
close to the lens (possibly within several 
centimeters), such as flowers, this mode 
creates a clear, magnified effect. It is rec- 
ommended that you use a tripod in this 
mode to prevent blurring the image. 



Night Portrait/Scene. Night Portrait typ- 
ically uses a flash and slow shutter speed 
to illuminate a nearby subject while 
using the night's blackness as a back- 
ground. Night Scene usually omits a 
flash but uses very long exposure times 
and slow shutter speeds to capture sky- 
lines or the moon. Use a tripod with 
both modes to prevent shaking the 
camera and introducing blur. 

Portrait. To keep foreground subjects 
anywhere from about 2 to 10 feet from 
the lens in strong focus while blurring 
the background, you'll want to use 
Portrait mode. If the subject of the 
photo is closer than 2 feet or so, use 
your camera's Macro mode. 

Panorama. In Panorama mode, your 
camera will guide you through taking 
several photos you can stitch together 
with software (usually bundled with the 
camera) to create a single wide shot. 
This mode is ideal for large group 
photos, such as at your family's annual 
reunion, and wide landscape shots. E3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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Smarter Innovation For Better Photography 




digital camera with 
lots of features won't 
do you any good 
if you don't under- 
stand how to use it. 
With the new Smart 
Auto technology on 
Samsung's 12.2MP TL100 ($229.99; 
www.samsung.com), you can take ad- 
vantage of all the camera's capabilities, 
regardless of your photography level. 

The TL100 makes getting the perfect 
shot easy for anyone with its Smart 
Auto function. Using Smart Auto, you 
don't have to manually change between 
the camera's 11 different scene modes. 
Instead, the camera will automatically 
select the best-matched mode that 
complements the subject and setting in 
which you are capturing. For instance, 
you can quickly transition between a 
shot of your son playing at the park to a 
nearby butterfly perched on a flower 
without having to change the camera's 
scene settings from action to macro. 

Along with its 11 scene modes and 
Smart Auto, the TL100 includes other 



features that will help you achieve top- 
notch photography results with little 
effort on your part. Finding the right 
combination of manual settings to 
make your friends and family look nat- 
ural in a photo can be tricky. The 
wrong lighting, focus, or color adjust- 
ments can easily create photo blun- 
ders. To combat photo flaws, the 
TL100 also offers Face Detection that 
will detect up to nine faces and make 
automatic adjustments that will make 
everyone look their best. And if you 
find a blemish or two after capturing a 
portrait, the TUOO's Beauty Shot 
mode can immediately retouch your 
photo. Add to that Smile Shot and 
Blink Detection to make sure that all 
of your subjects are smiling and have 
their eyes open, and you're well on 
your way to great photos. 

Digital Image Stabilization and a 3X 
optical zoom give you added flexibility 
and control over your images, help- 
ing you eliminate photo blur and 
zoom in to snap close-ups. But why 
stop at still shots? With the TL100, you 
can also capture MPEG-4 video at a 



maximum resolution of 800 x 592 
(SVGA) at 20fps (frames per second). 
So, not only can you snap a picture of 
your niece's adorable smile, but you 
can also capture her first steps com- 
plete with the sound of laughter and 
cheers in the background. 

Naturally, you'll want to show off the 
great photo results you get from the 
TL100, but it can be time consuming 
to search for that specific photo of 
your puppy chasing his tail on your 
PC's hard drive. Thanks to Samsung's 
Smart Album, you'll be able to pin- 
point Fido's photo by narrowing your 
search by date, file type, and the pho- 
to's color tone. 

Not only is the TL100 smart, but it also 
makes a stylish companion for a night 
out on the town. It has a thin stainless 
steel body and is small enough to slip 
into your purse or pocket. 

If simplicity is what you seek, the TL100 
delivers. With this intelligent camera, 
you'll be able to snap and share great 
photo results with ease. 03 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Should You Consider 
A Photo Printer? 

For Convenience & Hands-On Editing, You Betcha 



nt's a great time to own 
a digital camera. Several 
online photo-printing 
services offer passable to 
superb quality and com- 
petitive prices, but having 
your own photo printer 
might just be more convenient. 

If you're more of a do-it-yourself type, 
you're in luck. Plenty of high-caliber 
photo inkjet printers await you on the 
shelves of your local electronics store. 
Some are traditional inkjets that are 
really good at printing both photos and 
and documents. Others are dedicated 
units with special photo-printing fea- 
tures. From the click of your camera 
shutter to the emergence of a finished 
print, you can take and print a photo in 
a matter of minutes. 

Faster turnaround is just one of the ben- 
efits of a photo printer. Many come 
with software that allows you to crop, 
resize, and remove red-eye from your 
photos using your PC. And some spe- 
cialized photo printers even come with 
small color LCDs, memory card slots, 
and special controls, so you can select, 
edit, and print your photos without 
even turning on your computer. 

Other features to look for include 
PictBridge support, which allows you to 
transfer photos from your camera to 
your printer via a USB cable; borderless 
printing, meaning that your photos will 
run right up to the edge of the paper 
without white borders around them; 




and support for precut photo-sized 
paper and specialty papers. 

Finally, if you don't like the way a print 
turns out, you can simply edit it and 



print it again. Try that with an online 
printing service, and you'll be right back 
to waiting for the mail to arrive. \B 

by Marty Sems 



Photo Paper For Every Need 

Your local electronics store should carry inkjet photo paper, which can help 
make your printed photos look as good as traditional color prints. You'll 
find a variety of glossy and matte photo paper to suit your needs. Photo paper 
will make the colors pop and keep the details sharp, unlike run-of-the-mill 
printer paper. 

Photo paper comes in various sizes, too. Many photo printers can handle 
precut sheets in sizes such as 4x6 or 5x7, which can save you the effort of cut- 
ting finished prints apart. 

For the best results — vivid prints that won't easily smear, fade, or scratch — 
it really pays to use the brands and types of paper your printer manufacturer 
recommends. The reason is that there needs to be good compatibility between 
the coating on the paper and the ink in a particular printer's cartridges. Don't 
forget to adjust your printer's settings to the type of photo paper you're using 
befr— i:-i~-d-:-* * 
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SD vs. HD 



Comparing Digital Camcorders 



SD 

(Standard Definition) 

SD camcorders are less expensive 
than HD camcorders, so you can 
get a high-quality camera for com- 
paratively very little money. Some 
SD camcorders are available for 
less than $200. 

Because SD camcorders record at a 
lower resolution than HD cam- 
corders, you can fit much more 
video on any storage medium. 
Effectively, that means you can 
shoot more footage without 
having to offload the video to 
make room. 

SD camcorders can connect to PCs 
via USB or FireWire. This is handy 
because virtually all PCs have at 
least one of those two ports, 
meaning that you can transfer 
video to your computer with ease. 
There are several different media 
formats you can choose from for 
SD camcorders, including MiniDV 
tapes, DVDs and MiniDVDs, flash, 
and hard drive storage. 



Best For 

Aspiring videographers on a 
budget. 

Anyone who needs to maximize 
storage on the given storage 
medium of his or her digital cam- 
corder. 

Those who want to take advantage 
of the familiar USB or FireWire inter- 
faces to transfer video to their PCs. 



HD 

(High Definition) 

HD camcorders record at a high resolution, ensuring that the picture is 
clearer and sharper than that of an SD camcorder. Some models offer 
1080p, which is the highest video resolution possible. 
Although HD camcorders are typically priced higher than SD cam- 
corders, the prices continue to drop. Thus, HD camcorders are increas- 
ingly a great deal. 

An HD camcorder's HDMI port will let you connect it directly to your 
HDTV to play back your creations with a single audio/video cable. 
Thanks to HDMI, you'll experience faster video transfer speeds from your 
HD camcorder to your computer. 

Though some PCs have HDMI ports, many do not, so it can be slightly 
problematic to transfer video from the camcorder's HDMI port to a PC. 
You may need a different graphics card to get the HDMI connection on 
your PC. 

Because HD camcorders record video at a high resolution, the recorded 
footage takes up more space than SD footage, so you need a lot of 
storage capacity. 

HD camcorders are available in every video storage format, including 
MiniDV tapes, DVDs, flash, and hard drive-based. 

Best For 



Techies who want 
the latest and 
greatest in digital 
camcorder tech- 
nology. 

Videographers 
(amateur or pro- 
fessional) who 
want to capture 
memories at a high 
resolution. 
Those who want to 
easily and quickly 
transfer video to 
their PCs. 
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Optical vs. Digital Zoom 



See The Difference 





he zoom lens is a won- 
derful tool. You can 
zoom out to capture a 
wide-angle landscape 
or zoom in and use 
the camera's telephoto 
capabilities to bring a distant subject 
even closer. When shopping for a point- 
and-shoot camera (as opposed to a D- 
SLR), you'll notice that each camera 
features an optical zoom and a digital 
zoom. Before you get too enthusiastic 
about having the extra telephoto capa- 
bilities of a digital zoom, it's important 
to understand the difference between 
optical and digital zoom and how they 
affect image quality. 

For both examples, we will imagine 
that we're taking pictures with a 5MP 
camera that is set to capture images at 
the highest-quality level. 



Optical zoom uses the camera's lens (op- 
tics) to magnify the view. When using 
only optical zoom, the camera will cap- 
ture an image file containing 5MP of in- 
formation. Because only the camera's lens 
is used to capture the full amount of 
megapixels, your image will be sharper 
and smoother than with digital zoom. 

Digital zoom, which you can usually 
turn on or off in the camera's setup 
menu, engages when you've zoomed in 
as far as you can with the optical zoom. 
When looking at the camera's LCD or 
through the viewfinder, it appears that 
the camera is zooming in even more, 
but in reality, the camera has simply en- 
larged part of the image and cropped 
the rest. By cropping the image, the 
camera has discarded some of the im- 
age's pixels, leaving you with an image 
that contains far fewer pixels than one 



shot with an optical zoom. For example, 
using our previous 5MP camera, we take 
a picture that engages digital zoom. The 
camera crops out 2AAP of image data so 
the image file now contains only 3MP 
of image data. Because we're using a 
5MP camera, however, the camera must 
produce an image with 5MP of data. In 
order to do this, the camera interpo- 
lates (invents) the missing pixels and 
adds them to the image file. The result- 
ing image is almost always softer than 
the original, and individual pixels may 
be visible when the picture is enlarged. 

So, when you're shopping for a digital 
camera, ignore the digital zoom specifica- 
tions. And, for the best image quality and 
ability to make larger prints, use only the 
optical zoom when shooting. E3 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Digital Imaging 
Glossary 




re you confused about 
what the lingo on 
camera boxes means? 
Use this glossary to 
help decode the world 
of digital imaging. 



aperture — An iris-like diaphragm open- 
ing that can expand and contract the lens 
to let you control the amount of light 
that passes through it, thus affecting the 
exposure. The term "f-stop" is used inter- 
changeably with aperture. 

burst mode — A camera mode that lets 
you capture several shots consecutively 
after pressing the shutter only once. 

CCD — A charge-coupled device is the 
camera's image-sensing component. It 
converts light into energy that can be 
stored as digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifies an image digi- 
tally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even if the numbers are im- 
pressive, never choose a camera based 
on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 

ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO set- 
ting measures the sensitivity to light 
(similar to how it does with film). Dig- 
ital camera ISO settings, such as 200, 



400, etc., should capture photos as if 
one were using film with such a speed. 
Lower ISO settings mean you need 
more light and vice versa. 

LCD — The screen on the back of the 
camera that lets you see a live-action 
view of your subject or your photo after 
you've taken it. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light 
toward the imaging device. In a digital 
camera, the lens probably has both an 
optical and digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million 
pixels. The higher the megapixel count, 
the higher the resolution and the more 
you can crop, which means (in general) 
better-quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they 
need flash memory cards to store more 
than a dozen or so images. The type of 
memory card you need depends on the 
make and model of your camera. Some 
of the most popular memory cards are 
Secure Digital, MultiMedia Card, Com- 
pact Flash, and Sony Memory Sticks. In 
general, memory cards are quite small. 

noise — The small statistical variations 
among pixels that lead to (usually) 
minor distortions of color in a photo. 

optical zoom — The camera's mechan- 
ical ability to move the lens physically 
closer to your subject. With optical 
zoom, the higher the number (such as 
5X or 10X), the better. When choosing 
a camera, always consider the optical 




zoom, not the digital zoom. Digital 
zoom artificially adds pixels. 

resolution — The number of pixels in 
an image. The higher the resolution, 
the more detail and quality in a photo. 
Resolution is measured in a proportion 
(such as 2,272 x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through 
the lens. You can usually control the 
camera's shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a 
camera's shutter is open to let light 
through the lens to hit the sensor, which 
records the image. This is expressed in 
fractions of a second: For instance, a 
shutter speed of 1/250 means that the 
shutter is open for 1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the 
camera that the user looks through to 
frame a shot. Some digital cameras 
don't have a viewfinder and use only the 
camera's LCD to frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites in a cer- 
tain environment are pure, leading to 
more lifelike colors. White balance can 
usually be manually adjusted, too. B3 
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THINGS TO KNOW 




PHOTO PRINTERS 



Q 



How does a photo printer differ from a regular printer? 



Regular printers don't feature the fine print heads nor the 
color range required to create lab-quality prints. Some 
photo printers include special features such as integrated 
memory card readers for easy access to your photos. 



Q 



Are there all-in-one printers, which offer built-in print, 
scan, copy, and fax features, that also print photos? 



Yes. If the all-in-one printer can handle photos, it will 
boast the photo-printing capabilities on the product 
tag or in the product features. 



Q 



Can a photo printer scan and print my archived photos? 



Yes, and besides scanning photos, some models can 
also scan slides and film negatives so you can copy and 
print any of your vintage images. 



Q 



What are the benefits of a printer that uses a different 
ink cartridge for each color? 



If you print images with the same types of color, you'll 
run out of one ink before the other colors. Rather than 
replacing one big cartridge, you can replace one small car- 
tridge and not waste ink. 



Q 



Does the number of ink colors in a printer affect 
photo quality? 

Photo printers with a greater number of ink colors typi- 
cally offer better color accuracy and blend colors better. 



Q 



What is a borderless print? 



Your photos won't have white edges and will look sim- 
ilar to prints you get back from a photo lab. Nearly all 
photo printers offer borderless prints. 



Q 



Is it necessary to use photo paper for my prints? 



Compared to standard printer paper, photo paper 
(available in glossy and matte) allows your photo 
printer to produce the sharp, colorful details of your digital 
images. Higher-quality photo paper also features a micropo- 
rous surface that allows for maximum ink absorption. 



Q 



What sizes of photo paper are available? 

A wide variety of sizes is available, including 4x6, 5x7, 
4x12,8.5x11, 11x17, and 13x19. 



Q 



How do I know what sizes of photo paper a printer 
can use? 



The printer's specifications typically list the largest 
photo paper size it will print. You should check for 
printer compatibility for sizes larger than 8.5x11. 



Q 



Can a photo printer connect to my wireless 
home network? 

Wireless-compatible photo printers will list which type 
of Wi-Fi networks (802.1 1a/b/g/n) they support. 



Q 



What are the benefits of a model with built-in 
memory card slots and an LCD? 



You won't need to use your PC to print photos. 

Instead, you can insert the memory card into the ap- 
propriate slot on the photo printer and use the built-in LCD 
to select and edit your photos. 



Q 



What is archival ink? 



Archival ink is designed to produce prints that resist 
fading and maintain accurate color for a long period of 
time. Many archival inks are also water-resistant. 





Accessories & Services 



Prices for digital camcorders and cameras con- 
tinue to fall as video and picture quality im- 
prove, which is especially good news for 
first-time buyers or those looking to upgrade. Pairing 



UV FILTER 



O Protect digital camcorder and D-SLR lenses from dust, dirt, 
fingerprints, and scratches 

Get clearer, more detailed video or photographs in bright 
conditions 

TRIPOD - 

i > Larger tripods can serve as an easy way to ensure steady 
video footage 

Pan large areas while recording video in one smooth motion 
With a tripod and a timer, you can get a picture of the 
entire group without someone needing to man the camera 

i > Steady your hand for close-up or distance shots to avoid 
photo blurring 



SPARE BATTERIES/CHARGER 

Be sure you're never caught without the power to capture 

the perfect moment 

Proprietary batteries or AAs, it's a good idea to keep at least 

one fully charged spare or set in your camera bag 

An additional battery charger will give you the flexibility to 

power up your camera batteries anywhere you're headed, 

even when you travel 

EXTRA MEDIA 

Keep spare memory cards on hand to ensure that you have 
plenty of room to snap away and never miss a moment 
Consider having several smaller media cards instead of one 
larger card; if something goes wrong with one, you'll still have 
a backup 

For your digital camcorder, keep more recording media in 
your bag than you think you'll need, just in case 



J 




your new camcorder or camera with the right prod- 
ucts will bring you better photography results. Here 
are some must-have accessories you should consider 
to get the most out of your digital-imaging device. E3 



ADDITIONAL LENSES/CONVERTER LENSES 



Extra lenses for D-SLRs and converter lenses for digital cam- 
corders can enhance your results by extending your field of 
view, reducing glare, and more 

Telephoto lenses will enable you to zoom in from far away; 
wide-angle lenses will give you the ability to get a full view 
even if you're close to the subject; and macro lenses will let 
you achieve up-close, detailed shots of your photo subject 



EXTERNAL FLASH 



J i 



Light up your subjects from greater distances 
Better control lighting conditions when shooting by di- 
recting the angle of the flash 



REMOTE SWITCH 

i \ Take pictures without having to touch the camera to reduce 
camera shake 

Longer cable lets you snap shots without being tied to the camera 
May enable user to lock shutter for longer exposure times 



\ 



DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES 

Once you've set your sights on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking advantage of the digital imaging 
services offered by your local CE retailer. Not only can 
you protect your imaging investment, but you can also dis- 
cover photography skills to make your photos and videos 
picture perfect. 



J 



D-SLR Or Camcorder Service Plan 
D-SLR Training Course 
Camcorder Training Course 



FirstGlimpse 



40 May 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Digital Camera 

Style Meets Technology 



FUJIFILM 






Fujifilm FinePix Z30 

MSRP: $179.95 

SKU: 9245186 (white) 

www.bestbuy.com/fuji 





Quick Overview 

Best Buy Exclusive Design! The FinePix Z30 is 
where Style Meets Technology! With a unique 
style, you'll stand out as much as the great image 
quality of your pics. With features like One Touch 
Movie recording that can stop and restart, Blog 
mode, Face Detection, and Picture Stabilization, 
the Z30 is the perfect "out with your friends, 
capture life, look good doing it camera." 

Perfect For 

The FinePix Z30 is perfect for the young or young 
at heart who want a digital camera that keeps up 
with them. Perfect to drop in your pocket when 
you're heading out with friends. 



Outstanding Benefits 

10 Megapixel / Fujinon 3x Optical Zoom / 2.7" LCD 

SR AUTO Automatic Scene Recognition mode detects six scene types 

Picture Stabilization helps eliminate blurry pictures 

Face Detection with Automatic Red Eye Removal 

Blog mode with 12 Editing functions for easy still and movie Web uploads 

One-Touch Movie mode captures movies with sound at 30fps 

Successive Movie mode lets you start and stop within a single clip 

Extended shot life with rechargeable Li-Ion battery 

Coolest Feature 

Besides being really stylish, the Z30 has cool editing features in Blog mode 
that change pictures to illustrations or let you paint them. You can even 
shrink your friends and family to miniatures. With 1 2 editing functions, you 
can have some fun and then easily upload them to your favorite Web page. 
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OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Are You Tough Enough? 




Olympus STYLUS 
TOUGH-6000 

MSRP: $299.99 

SKU: 92241 18 (orange) 
9225395 (blue) 
9225386 (white) 
9225368 (yellow) 

www.getolympus.com 



Quick Overview 

Olympus' STYLUS TOUGH-6000 just might be 
the ultimate in affordable outdoor cameras. Not 
just waterproof but also shockproof and freeze- 
proof, the 10-megapixel STYLUS TOUGH-6000 
will be there when you need it. It can automati- 
cally stitch together a panoramic image— simply 
turn as you hold down the shutter button. The 
STYLUS TOUGH-6000 comes in a Best Buy- 
exclusive orange hue, which makes it easy to find 
should you drop it in the underbrush. 

Perfect For 

Outdoor enthusiasts who enjoy hiking, hunting, 
ice fishing, ice hockey, sledding, and boating. 



Outstanding Benefits 

Shockproof to 5 feet 

Freezeproof to 14 degrees Fahrenheit 

Waterproof down to 1 feet 

10 megapixels 

3.6X wide-angle optical zoom 

Huge 2.7-inch LCD 

Dual image stabilization and face detection assure you of amazing 

shots, time after time 

Capture videos underwater or on the way down a luge track 

42MB internal memory expandable to 2GB with an xD-Picture Card 

Coolest Feature 

You can control the camera even with gloves on by tapping different areas 
on the top, back, and sides of the camera. 
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Digital Camera 
Get In On The Action 



OLYMPUS 




Olympus STYLUS 
TOUGH-8000 

MSRP: $399.99 

SKU: 9228374 (blue) 
9225448 (silver) 
9225313 (black) 

www.getolympus.com 




Quick Overview 

The Olympus STYLUS TOUGH-8000 offers su- 
perior image quality with 12 megapixels and a 
3.6X wide-angle optical zoom lens. Frame the 
perfect shot with the 2.7-inch LCD screen that's 
anti-glare equipped. Add a robust design that's 
shockproof, waterproof, freezeproof, and crush- 
proof, and the STYLUS TOUGH-8000 can go 
where no other camera has gone before. 

Perfect For 

The STYLUS TOUGH-8000 is perfect for those 
with active lifestyles. Take this camera along for 
outdoor activities such as kayaking, hiking, ski- 
ing, and even snorkeling. No pastime is off-limits. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Perfect for underwater use or while wearing gloves, Tap Control lets 
you manage picture playback, flash mode, and more by tapping the 
top, back, and sides of the camera. 

• In-camera panorama lets you take three images and stitch them to- 
gether to create breathtaking wide-angle scenes. 

• Dual Image Stabilization eliminates camera shake, so you can have 
crystal-clear photo results in any situation. 

• Switch to Beauty Mode to remove shadows and blemishes from your 
subject's faces. 

Coolest Feature 

The STYLUS TOUGH-8000 is virtually indestructible. It's shockproof up to 
6.6 feet, crushproof under up to 220 pounds of pressure, and withstands 
going underwater down to 33 feet. 
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Canon 



Digital Camera 

The New Definition Of Performance 




Canon PowerShot 
SD960 IS 

MSRP: $329.99 

SKU: 9224092 (silver) 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

The 12.1 -megapixel Canon PowerShot SD960 IS 
sports a 4X optical zoom lens with an optical 
image stabilizer. The large 2.8-inch widescreen 
LCD makes it easy to frame a memorable pic- 
ture or record HD 720p video. 

Perfect For 

The lightweight, pocket-sized SD960 IS is per- 
fect for everyday play. Pack this camera for 
amazing shots of the next family gathering, va- 
cation, or night on the town. The easy-to-use 
interface makes this camera easy for little 
hands, too. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Frame more of the world within a single shot with the 28mm wide- 
angle lens 

• Fewer control buttons makes it easy to focus on capturing the scene 
in front of you 

• Capture the perfect shot by selecting one of 1 8 different predefined 
shooting modes such as Indoor or Kids & Pets 

• Be confident in picture results with blink detection, motion detection, 
and red-eye correction technologies 

Coolest Feature 

You can record video in beautiful high definition (1280 x 720 pixels). The 
camera also makes it easy to enjoy HD movies (and still photos) on your 
HDTV with a mini-HDMI connector for direct connection to a HD monitor. 
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Canon's Latest Digital Cameras 



Canon 



Utter clarity. Canon's picture quality is legendary, but it's only the beginning. Innovative features such as 720p movie 
mode and MovieSnap have put the competition on notice. Whether you're capturing an important moment for an 
enlarged print or merely snapping a few pics for your blog, there's a PowerShot that's perfect for you. From point- 
and-shoots with amazing features to prosumer models with top-shelf imaging capability, you can't go wrong with a 
digicam from this impressive collection. Discerning photographers prefer Canon. Find out why. 



Product Name 
SKU 

MSRP 
Coolest Features 

Effective 

Resolution; 

Optical Zoom 

Image Processor 

Shutter Speed 

Memory Card 
Support 

LCD Size 

Weight (Camera 
Body Only) 

ISO 

Shooting Speed 

Recycling Time 

Battery Type 


Canon 

PowerShot 

A1000IS 

8965621 


Canon 
PowerShot 
SD1200IS 
Digital ELPH 

9223869 


Canon 
PowerShot 
SD780 IS 
Digital ELPH 

9231921 (red), 
9230539 (black) 


Canon 
PowerShot 
SD960 IS 
Digital ELPH 

9224092 




Canon 

PowerShot 

SX110IS 

9004597 

m 


Canon 
PowerShot 
SX10 IS 

9051045 

• 


Canon 
PowerShot G10 

9051018 


wis! 




II 








$149.99* 


$229.99* 


$279.99* 


$329.99* 


$249.99* 


$399.99* 


$499.99* 


Face detection 
for autofocus, 
exposure, flash, 
white balance 


PureColor LCD II 
widescreen 


720p movie 
mode; HDMI 


Shake to view 
the next photo 


Faster shutter 
speed; big LCD 


20X zoom; 
MovieSnap lets 
you take pics 
while recording 
video 


Top shutter 
speed lets you 
capture sports 
action; RAW 


10MP;4X 


10MP;3X 


12.1MP;3X 


12.1MP;4X 


9MP;10X 


10MP;20X 


14.7MP;5X 


DIGICIII 


DIGIC4 


DIGIC4 


DIGIC4 


DIGICIII 


DIGIC4 


DIGIC4 


15 to 1/1,600 
second 


15 to 1/1,500 
second 


15 to 1/1,500 
second 


15 to 1/1,600 
second 


15 to 1/2,500 
second 


15 to 1/3,200 
second 


15 to 1/4,000 
second 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC MMC 
Plus 


2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 


2.8 inches 


3 inches 


2.5 inches 


3 inches 


5.47 ounces 


4.23 ounces 


4.06 ounces 


5.11 ounces 


8.64 ounces 


19.8 ounces 


12.3 ounces 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


80 to 1600 (ISO 
3200 mode) 


1.3fps 
(large/fine) 


1.4fps 


0.8fps 


0.8fps 


0.7tol.2fps 


0.7tol.4fps 


0.7tol.3fps 


10 seconds or 
less 


10 seconds or 
less 


10 seconds or 
less 


10 seconds or 
less 


12 seconds or 
less 


12 seconds or 
less 


10 seconds or 
less 


2 x AA alkaline 


NB-6L 
rechargeable 


NB-4L 
rechargeable 


NB-4L 
rechargeable 




2 x AA alkaline 


4 x AA alkaline 


NB-7L 
rechargeable 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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KODAK'S Smart Capture 
Technology 

It's Making "Delete" Obsolete 



Hne of the great advan- 
tages of digital cam- 
eras is that you usually 
have a second chance 
to get a shot just right. 
If the lighting is wrong 
or everyone has red eyes, you can simply 
delete the bad photo and retake it. 

But that flexibility doesn't help you 
when you need to get that perfect shot 
of your 4-year-old blowing out his 
birthday candles. Many times, you only 
get one chance to capture the moment, 
and in low light with constantly moving 
children and a flurry of faces in the 
room, it can be tricky— even if you use 
your traditional auto or preset mode. 

KODAK has addressed this problem 
with its exclusive Smart Capture tech- 
nology, which as its name implies, is a 
smarter approach to Auto mode. It au- 
tomatically changes your camera's set- 
tings as fast as the moment happens. 

KODAK'S Smart Capture feature instantly 
detects and analyzes scene conditions, 



objects, and faces, and then automatically 
adjusts the scene mode, focus level, and 
flash setting to help you get the perfect 
picture the first time, every time — all with 
the press of a single button. 

You can just aim, press the shutter, and 
the camera figures out the best settings 
for the shot. 

How It Works 

Let's say you're taking a photo of some 
friends. When you first press the shutter 
button, the Smart Capture feature ana- 
lyzes the scene using Intelligent ISO tech- 
nology, which automatically adjusts ISO 
speed and applies KODAK Perfect Touch 
technology to get brighter pictures with 
better details. 

Simultaneously, the Face Detection fea- 
ture will make sure everyone's face is in 
focus, even if some of them start to move 
around. Smart Capture's Face Detection 
can track up to five faces simultaneously 
and ensures that the camera uses the 
best exposure and flash settings. 



If you need to move in for an extreme 
close-up (say, under 70cm) of a flower or 
someone's recently acquired engagement 
ring, Smart Capture will automatically 
switch to Auto Macro Detection, so your 
super close-up shot will be crisp and clear. 

If you want to catch some candids of 
everyone dancing, the Smart Capture 
Motion Detection Feature will adjust the 
ISO speed and white balance levels to 
make sure you get a sharp image. 

Regardless of what photos you take, 
Smart Capture's Expanded Dynamic 
Range uses KODAK'S Perfect Touch tech- 
nology to enhance the detail in shadows 
and bright areas. 

So go ahead, try out KODAK'S Smart 
Capture feature on some of your most 
challenging shots. Whether you're snap- 
ping photos of your son scoring goals at 
an outdoor soccer game or the bride 
tossing her colorful bouquet at a dimly-lit 
reception, a KODAK EASYSHARE cam- 
era with Smart Capture will give you 
photos you want to keep — not delete. 



Smart Capture 



Pictured is the 

KODAK 

EASYSHARE 

M340 Digital 

Zoom Camera 

with Smart 

Capture, available in store and 

online at Bestbuy.com. 





General Auto mode 



Smart Capture feature 
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Which KODAK Smart Capture Camera Is Best For You? 



Kodak 



KODAK'S exclusive Smart Capture feature is a smarter approach to Auto Mode because it instantly changes your 
camera's settings as fast as the moment happens. KODAK digital cameras with Smart Capture come in a variety of 
models with different features. This chart will help you pick the Smart Capture camera that's right for you. 



Product Name 



Optical Zoom 



Optical Image 
Stabilization 



Video Capability 



Weight 
(without battery) 



EasyShare M340 

9252211 






$149.95* 



EasyShare M380 

9245603 



EasyShare M1 033 

8796715 





$179.95* 



More pixels means bigger and clearer prints 



10.2MP 



10.2MP 



$179.95* 



10MP 



EasyShare Z1485 

9285016 




$199.95* 



14MP 



Pick a higher zoom camera if you frequently take pictures where your subject is far away 



3X 



5X 



3X 



Image stabilization helps reduce blurry pictures due to camera shake 
No No No 



Larger LCD sizes help with composing and reviewing your pictures 



2.7 inches 



3 inches 



3 inches 



5X 



Yes 



2.5 inches 



Width by height by depth 
95.5x58.5 99.9x59.5 



93.7 x 57.8 



89.5 x 64.3 



EasyShare Z91 5 

9282055 




$199.95* 



10MP 



10X 



Yes 



2.5 inches 



HD video provides more detail for viewing your videos on your computer or HDTV 

VGAat24fps VGAat30fps HD (720p) at 30fps HD (720p) at 30fps VGAat30fps 

(frames per second) 



107x72.4 



EasyShare Z1 01 5 

8942415 




$279.99* 



10MP 



15X 



Yes 



3 inches 



HD(720p)at30fps 



118.2x83.2 
x 77.6mm (4.65 x 
2.85 x 1 .41 inches) 3.28 x 3.06 inches) 



x 19.2mm (3.76 x x 20mm (3.93 x 2.34 x 20.7mm(3.69 x x 39mm (3.52 x 2.53 x 35.7mm (4.21 x 

i^vmr;^^ ~™- i n 2.28 x 0.81 inches) x 1.54 inches) 

2.30 x 0.76 inches) x 0.79 inches) 

How much the camera weighs 
1 1 5g (4.06 ounces) 125g (4.41 ounces) 126g (4.4 ounces) 164g (5.78 ounces) 220g (7.76 ounces) 391g (13.79 ounces) 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. Available in store and at Bestbuy.com Available at Bestbuy.com only 

Take better pictures more often than ever before. KODAK'S innovative Smart Capture feature automatically identifies the scene, adjusts camera settings, 
and applies custom image processing for great pictures in just about every situation. 

c 
o 

1 

< 




Smart Capture feature 




Smart Capture locks on faces and makes sure 
they are in focus 
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Effortless Photo & 
Video Uploads 

Eye-Fi's New Wireless Memory Cards 



Dhe 2GB Eye-Fi Share card 
automatically sends pho- 
tos from your camera to 
your computer and fa- 
vorite photo-sharing Web 
site over your wireless 
home network. It brought revolutionary 
ease to uploading photos, and Eye-Fi's 
new products are no less groundbreaking. 
The new 4GB Eye-Fi Share Video card 
($79; www.eye.fi) lets you automatically 
upload photos to more than 25 photo- 
sharing and social networking sites and 
wirelessly send video clips to YouTube or 
Flickr. The new 4GB Eye-Fi Explore Video 
card ($99) offers these features plus the 
ability to geotag photos and videos with 
the geographic location of where they 
were captured. 



moments on their digital cameras and 
want to share them immediately. Imagine 
being able to upload and share photos 
and video footage of your son's soccer 
game the moment you return home. 
Without much effort required on your 
part (simply turn on your digital camera 
within range of your wireless home net- 
work), the card will wirelessly transfer 
photos and videos to your computer and 
the Web, so you're sharing with friends 
and family instantly. 

The Eye-Fi Share Video card effortlessly 
uploads photos and videos for you — no 
need to spend your time manually up- 
loading them yourself. With Eye-Fi, the in- 
convenience of memory card readers, 
cords, or cables is history. 



Eye-Fi Share Video Card Eye-Fi Explore Video Card 

Eye-Fi's Share Video card is ideal for those Ever forget exactly where you took a 
who capture special photo and video photo? Whether you want to map where 

What You Need To Upload Photos & Video 

With An Eye-Fi Card 

Eye-Fi card ^% Take photo or video with camera ^9 Automatically upload files to PC or Web site 



^k 





your photos were taken or remember 
that picturesque town years later, the 
Eye-Fi Explore Video card's geotagging 
function gives you all the information you 
need. With Eye-Fi, your mapped photos 
tell a geographic story of your journey. 
The Eye-Fi Explore Video card tags 
photos and videos with their geographic 
location. As an added bonus, a number of 
online services can place your geotagged 
images on a virtual map. 

Additionally, the 4GB Eye-Fi Explore 
Video card can upload photo and video 
files to your computer and media 
sharing Web site when you're near one 
of 10,000+ Wayport hotspots nation- 
wide (Wi-Fi access points). That means 
you can upload on-the-go throughout 
your travels. Simply get within range of a 
Wayport hotspot, and photos and 
videos will upload to your computer at 
home and to the Web. 

Requirements 

Eye-Fi's new wireless memory cards re- 
quire a digital camera that supports 
the SDHC (Secure Digital High Capa- 
city) memory card format and an 
802.1 1b/g/n wireless network. For more 
details about the differences between 
Eye-Fi's Share, Share Video, and Explore 
Video cards, consult the chart on the 
next page. 



Without An Eye-Fi Card 

^B Insert memory card ^m Take photo or video with camera Insert card into memory card reader ^M Upload files from card to notebook Upload files to Web site 
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Eye-Fi's Digital Imaging Wireless Cards 



Eye-Fi 



Eye-Fi offers three different wireless memory cards choices. To find the Eye-Fi card that fits your needs, here's a side- 
by-side comparison of your options. 



Product Name 



Share 

8853886 



Card capacity 
and type 

Capabilities 



Send files from 
you camera to 

One-year unlim- 
ited uploads 
from Wayport 
hotspots 



Wireless range 



Wi-Fi security 



Support OSes 



Shflrc | 






$59.99* 
2GB SD 




$79.99* 
4GBSDHC 



Transfer JPG photo files from your camera Transfer JPG photo and video files from 

your camera 



Your home computer and favorite online 
photo-sharing Web sites 

No 



45 feet indoors, 90 feet outdoors 

Static WEP 64/128, WPA-PSK, 
and WPA2-PSK 

Windows XP/Vista and Mac OSes (ver- 
sions 10.4 and 10.5) 



Your home computer and favorite online 
photo and video sharing Web sites 

No 



45 feet indoors, 90 feet outdoors 

Static WEP 64/128, WPA-PSK, 
and WPA2-PSK 

Windows XP/Vista and Mac OSes (ver- 
sions 10.4 and 10.5) 




Explore Video 

9251418 



$99.99* 
4GBSDHC 



Transfer JPG photo and video files from 
your camera at or away from home, also 
includes automatic geotagging 

Your home computer and favorite online 
photo and video sharing Web sites 

Yes 



45 feet indoors, 90 feet outdoors 

Static WEP 64/128, WPA-PSK, 
and WPA2-PSK 

Windows XP/Vista and Mac OSes (ver- 
sions 10.4 and 10.5) 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 




Insert Eye-Fi card into camera and take 
photos and video 




Wirelessly and effortlessly upload photos 
and videos from home or many hotspots 
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Save and share all your geotagged digital 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 









Resolution; 
Optical zoom 


Shutter 
speed 


Memory 
card 


LCD size 


Battery 
life 


ISO 


Movie 
mode 


What It Means 


More pixels mean 
bigger and clearer 
prints; Moves the 
lens closer to your 
subject 


A faster shutter 
speed will let 
you snap ac- 
tion photos 
without blur 


Removable 
card that 
stores your 
photos in 
your camera 


The LCD is 
the display 
on the 
back of the 
camera 


Based on 
how many 
shots you 
can take on a 
single charge 


A higher ISO 
lets you take 
better pho- 
tos in low- 
light settings 


Lets you re- 
cord short 
video clips 
on your dig- 
ital camera 


jflfl 


Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-S950 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 9232564 


10.1MP;4X 


1/4 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 


Memory Stick 
Duo/Mem- 
ory Stick PRO 
Duo 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; 

Manual:100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600,3200 


Yes 


• 




Kodak EasyShare 
M893 IS 

MSRP: $149.95* 
SKU 9076938 


8.1MP;3X 


4 to 

1/2,000 

second 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; 

Manual: 90, 
100,200,400, 
800,1600 


Yes 






r '"^M ■ 


Fujifilm Z30 

MSRP: $179.95* 
SKU 9245186 ^j 


10MP;3X 


1/4 to 

1/1,000 

second 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; 

Manual: 64, 
100,200,400, 
800,1600 


Yes 




^^_^_ Samsung TL1 00 
MSRP: $229* 
Efil SKU 9218713 ^g 


12.2MP;3X 


N/A 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; 

Manual: 80, 
100,200,400, 
800,1600 


Yes 


^^^^_^ Canon PowerShot 
SD780 IS 

MSRP: $279.99* ^j 
SKU 9231921 ^S 


12.1MP;3X 


15 to 

1/1,500 

second 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/ 
MMC Plus 


2.5 inches 


210 shots 


Auto; 

Manual: 80, 
100,200,400, 
800,1600 


Yes 


rr 


Olympus Stylus 
Tough-6000 

MSRP: $299.99* ^ 
SKU 9224118 «3 


10MP;3.6X 


1/4 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 


xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 


2.7 inches 


230 shots 


Auto; High 
Auto: 50, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 






Canon SD960 IS 
Digital ELPH 

MSRP: $329.99* 
SKU 9224092 ^ 


12MP;4X 


15 to 

1/1,600 

seconds 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MMC 
Plus/HC 
MMC Plus 


2.8 inches 


200 shots 


Auto; 

Manual: 80, 
100,200,400, 
800,1600 


Yes 


_gj 




Olympus Stylus 
Tough-8000 

MSRP: $399.99* 


12MP;3.6X 


1/4 to 

1/2,000 

seconds 


xD-Picture 

Card/ 

microSD 


2.7 inches 


240 shots 


Auto; High 
Auto: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 
1600 


Yes 


WE. 






SKU 9228374 ^ 


pF 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



FirstGlimpse 



50 May 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up 
to something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select 
D-SLR cameras. 





Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


>hutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 


Diagonal 
measure of 
display on back 
of camera 


A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 


Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 


Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 


rhe wider the 
ange, the greater 
he gamut of 
ong exposures 
:o frozen action 


_^ Casio Exilim 
1 EX-FH20 

MSRP: $599.99* 
^W 8 ^ SKU 9051063 


9.1MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


N/A (fixed lens 
equivalent to 
26-520mm 
f/2.8-4.5) 


40fps 


1 to 1/2,000 
second 


m f-*l Olympus Evolt 
fe E-520 

MSRP: $699.99* 
SKU 8928958 


10MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 1600 


14-42mm 
f/3.5-5.6 
Zuiko lens 


2.5fps 
to card 
capacity 


SO to 1/4,000 
second 


g— Canon EOS 
gg |k Rebel XSi 

MSRP: $799.99* 
^■■W SKU 8794691 


12.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S18- 
55mm f/3.6- 
5.6 IS lens 


3.5fps up to 
53 shots 


10 to 1/4,000 
second 


^^** Pentax K200D 
|g fe| MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9217297 


10.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 1600 


18-55mm 
lens 


N/A 


10 to 1/4,000 
second 


$ SSr 


12.3MP 


3 inches 


200 to 3200 


AF-SDXNikkor 
18-105mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
ED VR lens 


4.5fps 


10 to 1/4,000 
second 


^^^ Panasonic Lumix 
^ fe) DMGL10K 

MSRP: $1,299.99* 
^^^^ M SKU 8815464 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 1600 


LEICA D 
VARIO-ELMAR 
14-50mmf/3.8- 
5.6 lens 


3fps to card 
capacity 


50 to 1/4,000 
second 


^^ Canon EOS 50D 

i^t R MSRP: $1,599.99* 
SKU 9004418 


15.1MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF28-135mm 
f/3.5-5.6 IS USM 
lens 


High-speed max- 
imum 6.3fps; low- 
speed maximum 
3fps 


10 to 1/8,000 
second 


*4fe.-, Olympus E-3 
B MSRP: $1,699* 
P» SKU 8682776 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 3200 


N/A (body 
only) 


5fps to card 
capacity 


50 to 1/8,000 
second 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fit 
your style. 







LCD size 


Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 


Recording 
speeds 


Memory 
card 


Digital still 
resolution 


Lines of 
resolution 




What It Means 


Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 


Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 


The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 


Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 


The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 


Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 


c 


Samsung 

m^ SOMX20 

SKU 8907365 


2.7 inches 


34X; 1,200X 


N/A 


SD/SDHC 


N/A 


N/A 


JVCGZ-MS120B 

JT m ~- y> MSRP: $299.99* 
HI ! 1 SKU 9185829 


2.7 inches 


35X; 800X 


N/A 


SD/SDHC 


N/A 


N/A 


J 

L 


L 


^ 


Canon FS100 

5SHjj SKU 8739939 


2.7 inches 


37X; 2,000X 


XP/SP/LP 


SD/SDHC 


0.8MP 


N/A 


JVC GZ-HD300BU 

1 SKU 9186141 


2.7 inches 


20X; 200X 


UXP/XP/SP/ 
EP 


microSD/ 
SDHC 


N/A 


1080 


SonyHDR-XR100 

#f^i MSRP: $749.99* 
M^ Y 1 SKU 9178739 


2.7 inches 


10X;120X 


FG/HQ/SP/ 
LP 


Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 


4MP 


1080 


.2 <i 

is ** 

ill 

T 


Panasonic HDG 
JS§^_ HS250K 

J MSRP: $899.95* 
SKU 9206995 


2.7 inches 


12X;700X 


HA/HG/HX/ 
HE 


SD/SDHC 


10.6MP 


1080 


X 


Canon VIXIA 
( ^pft_ HG21 

UP ' 1 MSRP: $1,299* 
SKU 8916916 


2.7 inches 


12X;200X 


LP/SP/XP+/ 
FXP/MXP 


SDHC 


2.76MP 


530 


Sony HDR- 
f^ XR500V 

P MSRP: $1,299* 
SKU 9178418 


3.2 inches 


12X;150X 


FH/HQ/SP/ 
LP 


Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 


12MP 


N/A 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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COMPUTERS 



External Hard Drives 



Safe & Secure Storage 




ou've probably been told 
to back up your comput- 
er's hard drive by rela- 
tives, retail associates, 
and friends multiple 
times by now. So, why 
does everyone recom- 
mend that you invest in an external hard 
drive? Well, there are multiple reasons: 
You can transfer multimedia files to an 
external drive to free up space on your 
PCs hard drive, transport your data as 
you go about your day's business or 
pleasure, and protect copies of the infor- 
mation that's most valuable to you from 
a hard drive crash or laptop theft. 

Aside from these benefits, there are par- 
ticular features that you shouldn't over- 
look when you're browsing for an 
external drive. Consider what we've out- 
lined, so you can shop smart. 

Fill It Up 

On the low end of the capacity range, 
you can purchase anywhere from 100 to 
350GB of storage; high capacities top 
out at 2TB (terabytes) or approximately 
2,000GB. A 1TB external drive, such as 
the Hitachi GST 1TB External Hard 
Drive (www.hitachigst.com), can house 
roughly 250,000 songs, 1,000 hours of 
video, and 330,000 photos. 

Lock It Down 

Securing the files stored on an external 
drive is paramount to protecting your 
digital data. If you want to take this seri- 
ously, be sure to purchase a hard drive 
that features encryption technology 




Western Digital My Book 
Studio Edition II 
$329.99 • www.wdc.com 



(which protects data with a code) in 
order to personally guarantee that your 
information stays private. Encryption 
software lets you create a password to 
protect the confidentiality of your data. 

Connections 

The standard connector on most ex- 
ternal hard drives is USB 2.0. Some of 
the latest portable drives, including the 
Western Digital My Book Studio Edition 
II ($329.99; www.wdc.com), feature one 
or more peripheral interfaces, including 
FireWire and eSATA. FireWire will 
transfer data from some video devices 
such as digital camcorders; specifically, 
FireWire 400/800 moves data at 400 and 
800Mbps. If your PC supports eSATA, 
find a hard drive with the same connec- 
tivity because eSATA boasts high-speed 
data transfers at 3Gbps. 

PC Compatibility 

Before you purchase an external drive 
that seems like a perfect fit for your 
lifestyle, inspect the product features 



thoroughly to see if the drive is compat- 
ible with your operating system. Many 
drives are designed for both PCs and 
Macs, but don't assume your PC will sup- 
port the drive without double-checking. 

Big & Small 

External hard drives certainly aren't the 
same size, shape, or color — you can se- 
lect everything from slim to book- 
shaped to stylish to compact. Also, 
there's a rainbow of colors available, so 
you should be able to find a desirable 
hue to match your tastes. 

Work & Play 

Always treat your external drive with 
care because the moving parts inside a 
hard drive can malfunction if they're 
bumped and bruised often. If you're 
concerned about protecting the outside 
of your drive, look for a portable model 
that's reinforced with a rubber grip to 
cushion accidental drops. E3 

by Joanna Safford 
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COMPUTERS 



Find The Right Mouse 

So You Can Make The Right Moves 




Razer Mamba Wireless Laser Gaming Mouse 

$129.99 



www. razerzone . com 



Do start with the basics, 
computers are essentially 
a combination of compo- 
nents that require both 
power and data. It's ob- 
vious that parts such as 
the motherboard and 
hard drive are essential, but the hu- 
man interface is no less important; this 
includes the monitor, keyboard, and, 
of course, mouse. Because you use 
a mouse so frequently, why wouldn't 
you choose a mouse that's comfortable 
and functional for your computing 
requirements? 

Beyond The Ball 

The traditional mechanical mouse is no 
longer the standard — now you'll 
choose between optical or laser tech- 
nologies. An optical mouse utilizes an 
LED to monitor the movements you 
make with your hand. A laser mouse 
tracks the same movements using a 
laser light for precise processing. 



Interface Options 

When you're shopping for a mouse, you'll 
notice two types of connectivity: wired 
and wireless. The former is available in 
USB format, a common connector found 
on most PCs. In fact, standard PCs will 
typically include more than two USB 
ports. Wireless mice, free of their tethered 
tails, will employ Bluetooth, infrared, or 
Wireless USB (Ultra-Wideband, radio fre- 
quency) technologies. 

Mousing Around 

There are numerous types of mice to fit 
various styles of computing: gaming, 
traveling, workspace-friendly, dexterity- 
conscious, and more. Laser gaming 
mice, including the Razer Mamba Wire- 
less Laser Gaming Mouse ($129.99; 
www.razerzone.com), are ideal for quick 
maneuvering and weight adjustments 
when you're tracking your enemies 
in an FPS (first-person shooter) environ- 
ment. Road warriors will appreciate a 



Bluetooth wireless mouse that's com- 
patible with Bluetooth-enabled note- 
books. Minimal desk space may not 
allow for a cord, so in this case, you 
could choose a compact wireless laser 
mouse to cut out cable clutter. If you're 
familiar with the scroll wheel on the top 
of many mice, you might like an er- 
gonomic trackball design for fluid 
scrolling and added finger control. 

On The Loose 

Be sure to choose your mouse wisely, es- 
pecially if you'll be spending a lot of 
time playing with it. Consider what 
model is most beneficial for your 
lifestyle, and you won't go wrong. \H 

by Joanna Safford 

Write Here, 
Write Now 

Sometimes the "old-fashioned" pen 
and paper just seem to work best. 
A computer writing tablet supplies 
you with the utensils you need to nav- 
igate your operating system in an al- 
ternative way: by using a digital pen 
and tablet to transfer your motions to 
the graphics on your monitor. 

A writing tablet is ideal for any- 
one interested in editing digital 
photos or creating graphics for a per- 
sonal Web site. You can also use the 
pen to find your way around the dis- 
play by moving it on the writing pad 
or active area. Many models feature 
an ergonomic design that cushions 
your hand as you write. • 
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COMPUTERS 




Unleash Your Creativity 
With Avid Solutions 

Professional Tools For The Hidden Musician 
& Movie Maker 



nhe inspiration and enthu- 
siasm behind multimedia 
production must origi- 
nate somewhere. Some 
might act upon a personal 
brainstorming session, 
while others may look to talented artists 
to build on innovative ideas or con- 
cepts. No matter how this process 
evolves, completing the end product 
with excellence is just as important as 
generating the content itself. 

Avid Technology (www.avid.com), a 
mainstay in digital media creation for 
more than 20 years, provides the ap- 
propriate tools to assist visionaries in 
their efforts to produce quality audio and 
video. Avid is now home to two multi- 
media companies seeking similar goals: 
M-Audio (www.m-audio.com) and Pin- 
nacle Systems (www.pinnaclesys.com). 
M-Audio offers digital audio equipment 
for creating, recording, mixing, and fine- 
tuning music, while Pinnacle's video- 
editing software uses high-quality HD 
technologies to help you execute your 
ideas to the fullest. Combining the hard- 
ware and software made available 
by these brands will give creative control 
to everyone from burgeoning record 
artists to an independent DJ to an experi- 
enced documentarian. 



The Right Audio Equipment 

Any musician who wants to record a 
vocal track will obviously start with a mi- 
crophone, so why not begin with a full- 
featured condenser microphone, such as 
the M-Audio Nova ($129.95), which in- 
cludes a 1.1-inch evaporated gold di- 
aphragm and 20Hz to 18kHz frequency 
response. Once you feel confident about 
the vocal recording, you can move to the 
instrumental soundtrack. The Axiom 49 
($329.95) is a 49-key mobile USB MIDI 
controller that provides intuitive features 
to lay down melodies and beats for your 
lyrics, including semi-weighted action 
keys, user-friendly backlit LCD front- 
panel, and numerous trigger pads, rotary 
encoders, and sliders. 

M-Audio has a wide selection to fit your 
preferences, and many options deliver 
the features you'll need to play back and 
mix the sonic layers that you've pieced 
together. For example, the M-Audio 
Studiophile AV 30 Compact Desktop 
Speaker System ($99.99) incorporates 
cooled tweeters and durable sub- 
woofers. Additionally, the magnetic 
shielding protects against interference. 

M-Audio's line of Digital DJ hardware 
streamlines both DJ production and 



performance. The Torq Xponent 
($749.95), for example, is an all-in-one 
hardware and software system, which 
makes DJing simple, fun, and impressive. 

Video Vibrancy 

Both the novice and proficient vide- 
ographer can customize his videos with 
precision by using one of Pinnacle's 
video-editing software solutions. Pinnacle 
supplies three editions of its Studio video- 
editing software: Pinnacle Studio version 
12 ($49.99), Pinnacle Studio Plus version 
12 ($99.99), and Pinnacle Studio Ultimate 
version 12 ($129.99). At the beginner 
level, Studio gives you freedom to en- 
hance home movies with its drag-and- 
drop interface. Studio Plus is designed to 
help you create polished movies and 
burn them in HD resolution. Studio 
Ultimate adds enhanced features, such as 
graphic animation and lighting effects. 

Bring It All Together 

Avid now makes it possible for you to 
harness the audio- and video-editing 
tools provided by M-Audio and Pinnacle 
to paint a whole picture. And where's a 
better place to do it than making music 
and movies in the familiar environment 
of a personal home studio? 
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COMPUTERS 



Leave It To The PC Pros 




Can Get It Done 



Doday's computers can 
handle your entertainment, 
financial, shopping, com- 
munication, and business 
needs like never before. But 
from the moment you 
power on your new PC, you'll have to 
fight spyware, viruses, and online preda- 
tors; troubleshoot and repair error mes- 
sages; configure new and old hardware 
and software; and regularly install updates 
and patches. Aren't computers great? 

Send In The Geeks 

Like g-men with pocket protectors, 
the agents of the Geek Squad (www 
.bestbuy.com/geeksquad) are there to 
handle all of your PC setup, repair, and 
installation needs. 

New PC setup and security. Geek Squad 
Agents can streamline your system with 
more than 100 in-depth tweaks, install 
and configure security software and other 
software updates, get rid of unnecessary 



Available Services 

If it involves your computer, 
Geek Squad can help. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the computer ser- 
vices your local Geek Squad Agents 
can sort out. And they even make 
house calls. 

• Set up and secure your computer 

• Perform repairs and upgrades 

• Protect and save your data 

• A la carte services 



software that comes preloaded on your 
computer, create a restore CD, and even 
offer secure online storage. 

Repairs and upgrades. Geek Squad 
Agents can also unfreeze locked systems, 
recover data from crashes, and improve 
poor performance. Geek Squad's basic 
service fixes software, removes viruses 
and spyware, and cleans your PC. You 
can upgrade to get security and privacy 
software installed and configured, and 
you can hire Geek Squad to upgrade 
your operating system. 

Wireless networking. If you want to 
communicate more efficiently among 
multiple computers, Geek Squad Agents 
can help you accomplish that, as well as 
with setting up a PC network in your 
home, connecting two network-capable 



devices (such as gaming consoles, 
desktop and laptop computers, print 
servers, and more), and even securing 
your wireless network. 

Data protection. If you have data you 
just can't lose (and we all do), Geek 
Squad offers both a one-time backup 
service and an automated backup ser- 
vice. Agents can also clean and remove 
sensitive files from a hard drive you're 
planning to sell or discard. 

Who You Gonna Call? 

Once you've made the decision to buy 
a new PC, you aren't on your own to 
keep it working. Just call your friendly 
local Geek Squad. 133 

by Andrew Leibman 



Price Breakdown 

ro get your PC in tip-top shape, Geek Squad offers a range of services that are 
guaranteed to help you get the most out of your computer. 

Standard Security & Performance: $129.99 (in-store); $229.99 (in-home) 

Advanced Security & Performance: $159.99 (in-store); $259.99 (in-home) 

Premium Security & Performance: $189.99 (in-store) 

Diagnostic: $69.99 (in-store); $169.99 (in-home); $69.99 (online) 

Advanced Diagnostic & Repair: $199.99 (in-store); $299.99 (in-home); 

$169.99 (online) 

Operating System Install: $129.99 (in-store); $229.99 (in-home) 

Technology Consultation: $99.99 (in-home) 

Standard Wireless Networking: $119.99 (in-home) 

Advanced Wireless Networking: $169.99 (in-home) 

Data Backup/Transfer: $99.99 (in-store); $199.99 (in-home) 

Unlimited Data Backup/Transfer: $189.99 (in-store); $199.99 (in-home) 

Clean and Remove: $89 (in-store) 
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Computing 
Glossary 




hopping for a computer 
can be intimidating, espe- 
cially with all of the com- 
plex terminology. Here, 
we explain some com- 
mon computer jargon. 



Bluetooth— A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices such as 
computers, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras so they can be used together 
without being connected physically with 
a cord. 

broadband— Network connections that 
transmit high-speed Internet access. Ca- 
ble companies offer network speeds of up 
to 8 to 11Mbps (megabits per second), 
whereas phone companies offer DSL 
(Digital Subscriber Line), which supports 
maximum speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. 

CRT (cathode-ray tube)— An old analog 
display technology for TVs and computer 
monitors. It features an electron gun illu- 
minating phosphor dots that line the in- 
side of a glass tube. When the phosphors 
are lit, they display on-screen images. 
CRTs consume a great deal of power and 
are heavy and bulky. Many CRTs support 
digital signals, though these degrade 
when converted to analog. 

dual-core processor— This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 
features two processors, each with its 
own cache, on a single die or chassis. In 



a dual-core configuration, the operating 
system has two processors to handle in- 
structions, speeding up the computer 
and its ability to multitask. 

Ethernet— A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked. 

firewall— Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it 
also may limit your computer's access 
to the network. These security mea- 
sures are designed to protect your 
computer from outsiders who'd like to 
exploit it in some way. By the same 
token, firewalls may prevent infected 
files on your computer from accessing 
the larger network and spreading the 
problem to other users. 

LAN (local-area network)— A group 
of computers that are physically 
con-nected by wires so they can 
communicate with one another and 
share information. 

LCD— Liquid crystal display technol- 
ogy sandwiches liquid crystals between 
thin sheets of glass. The crystals twist 
and untwist to allow and block light 
from a backlight, forming the images 
you see. LCDs are thinner, lighter, 
and consume less power than CRTs. 
Initially used mostly in notebook PCs, 
you'll now find LCD TVs and computer 



monitors, and they are also in digital 
cameras, cell phones, portable DVD 
players, and PDAs, among others. 

office suite— Productivity software, such 
as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
OpenOffice, that often includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
database, and financial tools. 

operating system— The software, such 
as Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary in- 
terface for the users. 

processor— Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU, this integrated 
circuit controls the computer. 

RAM — Random-access memory is 
a standard type of memory that's 
read from and written to by the CPU 
and hardware. 

upgradeable— This term refers to the 
ability to add or swap out hardware to 
boost a computer's performance, in- 
crease its speed, or replace a defective or 
obsolete device or component. For in- 
stance, you may add more memory; 
replace an old CRT with a widescreen 
LCD; or swap out an older graphics card 
for a newer one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV on 
your computer. Look for a computer 
with expansion slots or empty bays. 



iFirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse / May 2009 57 



COMPUTERS 



FirstGlimpse 




THINGS TO KNOW 



NETWORKING 



Q 



What is networking? 



Initially, networking meant connecting two or more 
computers to share files. Today, it also encompasses 
sharing an Internet connection and hardware (printer, fax, 
etc.), as well as streaming audio and video to network- 
connected devices (audio systems, gaming consoles, etc.). 



Q 



What are the pros and cons of a wired network? 



Wired networks are considered easier to configure, 
faster, and less susceptible to interference from other 
devices. Conversely, they aren't as mobile and require 
stringing and hiding cable needed to connect the systems 
and devices on the network. 



^^C What are the pros and cons of a wireless network? 

Wireless networks offer far greater mobility by elimi- 
nating the need to run cable between a router and com- 
puter, but they offer slower transfer speeds, are considered less 
secure, and are likely to drop connections more frequently. 



Q 



What does bandwidth refer to? 



In networking, bandwidth refers to the capacity of a 
network to carry data. That capacity is measured in bits 

per second. The larger the bandwidth number, the faster the 

data transmission. 



Q 



What is Wi-Fi? 



/Wi-Fi is a set of WLAN (wireless local-area network) 
standards operating in the 2.4GHz and 5GHz frequen- 
cies. Public Wi-Fi "hotspots" are now very common, with 
cafes, airports, hotels, and even some cities providing free or 
paid Wi-Fi access. 



Q 



What do 802.1 1 a, 802.1 1 b, 802.1 1 g, and 802.1 1 n signify? 



A Each represents a different Wi-Fi standard. 802.1 1g 
(54Mbps) is currently the fastest approved version. 
802.1 1n, also called Draft N, is faster (100Mbps-plus typical 
rates), but official approval isn't expected until later this 
year. Despite this, Draft N-compliant products are available. 



Q 



Who sets Wi-Fi specifications? 



An international, nonprofit organization known as The 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, or IEEE, 
sets the standards for Wi-Fi. The Wi-Fi Alliance, meanwhile, 
is a nonprofit group that certifies Wi-Fi equipment that's 
been tested to work with other devices. 



Q 



WhatisMIMO? 



MIMO (Multiple Input, Multiple Output) refers to the 
use of multiple antennas in routers and wireless net- 
work cards to increase transfer speeds and expand wireless 
coverage area. 



Q 



What is power line networking? 



This networking method uses adapters that plug into 
electrical outlets to transfer data over standard electrical 
wiring. Although currently more expensive than wireless net- 
works, power line networking is faster (with a theoretical 
200Mbps max) and less susceptible to interference. 



Q 



What does dual-band mean? 



This refers to a router that can operate over the 2.4GHz 
and 5GHz frequency bands, allowing the router to use 

each frequency to execute multiple chores simultaneously. 

Many routers can only operate over one band or the other. 



COMPUTERS 



fihThermaltake 






CaOLall YOUR LIFE 



Hard Drive Docking Station 
Swap Drives In Seconds 




Quick Overview 

Need to back up the music, photos, and video 
on your hard drive? Internal hard drives are more 
affordable per gigabyte than external models, 
and with BlacX Storage from Thermaltake, you 
can attach an internal SATA drive and use an- 
other SATA drive for portable storage. It also fea- 
tures a hot-swap design, so you can connect, or 
swap out, your internal drive in seconds. 

Perfect For 

People that want an inexpensive way to back 
up their entire multimedia collection, and 
it's portable size allows you to use it on multi- 
ple computers. 



Thermaltake BlacX 
Storage* 

MSRP: $64.99 

SKU: 8990443 

www.thermaltakeusa.com 



Outstanding Benefits 

• eSATA & USB 2.0 Outputs— fast transfer via eSATA, as well as USB 2.0 
port to ensure compatibility 

• HDD Capacity— all 2.5-inch or 3.5-inch SATA hard drives up to 2TB 
in capacity 

• OS Compatibility— Windows XP/Vista and Mac OS 10.3 and later 

• Design— compact docking station maximizes heat dissipation 

• Hot-Swappable— lets you attach the hard drive without the need for 
any cables 

• Cables Included— eSATA, USB 2.0, and power adapter 

Coolest Feature 

You don't need any cables to attach or switch hard drives. 
*Hard drive not included. 




FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse / May 2009 59 



COMPUTERS 



A 



Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several different types of notebook models. 



Operating 
system 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Screen size 



Dimensions; 
Weight 



Optical drives; 
Media card reader 



What It Means 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs 



Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media 
cards without a sep- 
arate peripheral 




Dell 11 5-1 56B 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9149557 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.16GHz 
Intel 
Pentium 
Dual-Core 



160GB; 3GB 



15.6 inches 



1.5x14.7x9.6 
inches; 6.5 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




HP Pavilion G60- 
235DX 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9167947 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 
T4200 



320GB; 3GB 



16 inches 



1.7x14.8x9.9 
inches; 6.57 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Sony Vaio 
CS215J/W 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9153195 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
T6400 



250GB; 4GB 



14.1 inches 



1.6x13.2x9.6 
inches; 5.7 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Gateway MD7801u 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9172539 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
T6400 



500GB; 4GB 



15.6 inches 



1.7x15.2x 
10.4 inches; 
7.7 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



? ^^ 



Asus G50Vt-X5 

MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 9173262 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.13GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 



320GB; 4GB 



15.6 inches 



1.6x14.8x 
10.4 inches; 
7.7 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



*. 



HP Pavilion 
dv3510nr 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9027714 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



320GB; 4GB 



13.3 inches 



1.4x12.6x9 
inches; 4.6 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



*> 



Toshiba Satellite 
E105-S1402 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9022979 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.26GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 



320GB; 4GB 



14.1 inches 



1.2x13.4x9.7 
inches; 5 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Apple MacBook 
MB467LL/A 

MSRP: $1,599* 
SKU 9107432 



Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 



2.4GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



250GB; 2GB 



13.3 inches 



0.95x1 2.78x 
8.94 inches; 
4.5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; No 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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COMPUTERS 



Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 

When you shop for a desktop PC you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle— yet impor- 
tant—the differences can be. If you need further help discerning the differences between these desktops, we suggest you 
consult an associate at your local CE retailer. 







Hard drive 


Optical 


Operating 


Graphics 






Processor 


size; RAM 


drives 


system 


card 


Ports 


What It Means 


Chip that con- 


How much data 


Drives that can 


The software 


Controls the 


Sockets that give 




trols the com- 


the computer 


read and write 


(usually Win- 


quality of your 


your computer 




puter (typically, 


can hold; Mem- 


CD-Rs, DVD- 


dows or Mac OS 


video and 


access to differ- 




a bigger num- 


ory that's read 


RWs,orHD 


X) that controls 


images 


ent peripherals 




ber is better) 


and written to 


discs 


your computer 






Compaq SR5710 


2.3GHz 


250GB; 3GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB 


MSRP: $369.99* 


AMD 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


GeForce 




SKU 9175064 


Athlon X2 




CD-RW 


Premium 


6150 SE 




Acer AX1 700- 


2.4GHz Intel 


640GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


9 USB 


U3700A 


Pentium 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


GeForce 




MSRP: $479.99* 


Dual-Core 




CD-RW 


Premium 


G100 




SKU 9174458 














Gateway LX6810-01 

MSRP: $799.99* 


2.33GHz 


640GB; 8GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB; 2 


Intel Core 2 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


GeForce 


FireWire 


SKU 9174564 


Quad 




CD-RW 


Premium 


GT120 




IS 


Processor 












DellX430-121B 


2.5GHz Intel 


750GB; 6GB 


DVD±RW/ 


Windows 


ATI Radeon 


12 USB 


MSRP: $999.99* 


Core 2 Quad 




CD-RW 


Vista Home 


HD3650 




SKU 9156619 








Premium 






% DellSXPS~122B 


2.66GHz 


640GB; 4GB 


DVD±RW/ 


Windows 


ATI Radeon 


8 USB; 2 


MSRP: $999.99* 


Intel Core i7 




CD-RW 


Vista Home 


HD4850 


FireWire 


SKU 9180423 








Premium 






PgBi HP Pavilion Elite 


2.4GHz 


750GB; 8GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


6 USB; 2 


m9500y 


AMD 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


GeForce 


FireWire 


MSRP: $1,039.99* 


Phenom X4 




CD-RW 


Premium 


9500 GS 




SKU 9174289 














■ ii Apple iMac 


2.66GHz 


640GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 


Mac OS X 


Nvidia 


4 USB; 1 


MB418LL/A 


Intel Core 2 




DVD±RW/ 


10.5 Leopard 


GeForce 


FireWire 


I I MSRP: $1,499* 


Duo 




CD-RW 




9400M 




SKU 9100992 














^ 1 H P Touchsmart 


2.2GHz Intel 


640GB; 4GB 


Double-layer 


Windows 


Nvidia 


5 USB; 1 


IQ526 


Core 2 Duo 




DVD±RW/ 


Vista Home 


GeForce 


FireWire 


MSRP: $1,499.99* 






CD-RW 


Premium 


9300M GS 




™ SKU 9181743 










HD 





*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Software Listings 

Your PC 



C 



omputers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of 
these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy 
software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 

Corel Paint Shop 

Pro Photo X2 Ultimate 

$99.99* 

www.corel.com 
Professional photo-editing software in an easy- 
to-use package. The Ultimate version also comes 
with a bonus pack loaded with free extras. 



> 



W 



Adobe Photoshop 
Elements 7 

$99.99* 
www.adobe.com 



Photoshop Elements 7 from Adobe makes it 
easy to fix red-eye, combine photos for the per- 
fect group shot, or tweak the color balance to 
make your photos look their best. 



Roxio Creator 2009 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

With Roxio' s Creator 2009, pre- 






serving your memories has become simpler 
than ever. You can now easily edit and touch 
up your photos, create unique DVDs using 
your home movies, and organize your mu- 
sic collection. 



print shop 12: 



Broderbund 

The Print Shop 23 Deluxe 

$49.99* 
www.broderbund.com 



Easily create banners, business cards, letter- 
heads, calendars, photo greeting cards, invita- 
tions, and more right from your computer with 
The Print Shop 23 Deluxe from Broderbund. 




Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 

I Studio Ultimate 

[ Version 12 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and powerful video- and 
audio-editing tools to create and share your 
home movies. 



iu e 



Apple iLife '09 

$79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iMovie, iWeb, 
GarageBand, and iDVD on your Mac to orga- 
nize photos, create a Web site, record music, 
or edit movies. 



Magix Music Maker 14 

$59.99* 

www.magix.com 

Produce your own music using 

more than 1,500 sounds, virtual 
instruments, and power chords. When you're 
done, use Music Maker 14 to create a music 
video using your composition. 




movie 



Magix Movie Edit Pro 14 

$49.99* 

www.magix.com 

Transform your video recordings 
into theater-quality films, complete with back- 
ground music, text, and other special effects, in 



just three steps. 

*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricinj 



Business Applications 




Microsoft Office 
Standard 2007 

$399.95* 

www.m icrosoft.com 
Use all of today's most popular business office 
applications, including Excel, Outlook, Power- 
Point, and Word. 



Adobe Acrobat 9 
Standard 

$299* 

www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents. The new version also includes 
a Form Wizard and commenting tools. 



j Business 2009 

■^™ $99.99* 

www.intuit.com 

Manage your money and your bills with ease 

while also saving money through Quicken 

Picks' online coupons and discounts. 



B Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 2 
www.vmware.com 
This program lets you run Windows applica- 
tions on your Intel-based Mac for greater 
freedom and productivity. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games 
Sid Meier's 
Civilization IV 

$29.99* 
www.2kgames.com 
This addictive strategy game 
has a multiplayer mode for 
additional ways to compete 
against your friends. 




I 



Got Game 
Entertainment 
Arctic Stud 
Poker Run 

$19.99* 

www.gotgameentertain 

ment.com 

This game combines the 
strategy of poker, the thrill of 
racing and the explosions of 
combat in Tournament Elimi- 
nation, single-player, or multi- 
player modes. 



Lucas Arts LEGO: 
Star Wars II: The 
Original Trilogy 

$19.99* 
www.l ucasarts.com 
Follow your LEGO characters 
through the storyline of the 
original "Star Wars" movie 
trilogy while battling the enemy 
and solving puzzles. 

Brighter Minds 
Media World 
Of Goo 

$19.99* 
www.brighterminds 
media.com 

In this award-winning game, 
your challenge is to create struc- 
tures out of Coo Balls. Gather up 
different types of Goo Balls that 
perform a variety of functions. 






Home 
Productivity 

■ Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
10 Preferred 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and 
other documents much faster 
than you can type and let 
Dragon NaturallySpeaking do 
the typing for you. 



Intuit 

TurboTax Deluxe 
Federal + State 

$59.95* 
www.intuit.com 
Simplify doing your taxes with 
TurboTax Deluxe. Customized 
questions guide you through the 
process with ease. The software 
maximizes your refund by 
searching for more than 350 de- 
ductions, and five Federal efiles 
are included. 



Microsoft 
Streets & 
Trips 2009 

$39.95* 
www.microsoft.com 
Plan your next vacation and 
share your travel plans with 
friends who will be joining you 
along the journey. 



MasterCook 
Deluxe 9.0 

$19.99* 

www.valusoft.com 
Plan the meal for your next 
big family gathering or even 
just tomorrow's dinner using 
one of Master Cook's 8,000 nu- 
tritious recipes. 






Security/ 
Utilities 

Kaspersky 
Labs Internet 
Security 
2009 

$79.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 

Premium protection that's 
updated hourly to keep your 
system safe from even the most 
recent threats. 



Kaspersky 
Labs Anti- 
Virus 2009 

$59.99* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky's newly updated Anti- 
Virus 2009 has added an ad- 
vanced antivirus engine that 
increases scan times, giving you 
even better protection against 
viruses, Trojans, worms, spyware, 
adware, and more. 



Igg BL. Webroot Software 

( 33 ^L Spy Sweeper With 
jyj Antivirus 
~ $49.99* 
www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking sus- 
picious activity. 



Trend Micro 
Antivirus + 
AntiSpyware 2009 

$39.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 
Automatic scans, updates, and 
outbreak alerts make it easy to 
safeguard data and files. Protect 
against viruses, worms, spyware, 
and Trojan horses. 




Backup/ 
Recovery 



Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

$69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 




iolo System 

Mechanic 

Professional 

h-f^l $69.95* 
www.iolo.com 
With System Mechanic, you can 
find and fix errors and fragmen- 
tation on your PC, clean out 
clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

Acronis True 
Image Home 
2009 

$49.99* 
www.acronis.com 
With just one click, you can rest 
assured that your computer- 
operating system, files, applica- 
tions, settings, and all— is 
backed up, so you can quickly 
recover from a crash. 



iolo 
DriveScrubber 

$29.95* 

www.iolo.com 
When it's time to get rid of your 
old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all your per- 
sonal data has been deleted. 
DriveScrubber will wipe your 
entire drive, includingfree space, 
and restore damaged drives. 
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An ergonomic design can cut down on wrist strain associ- 
ated with carpal tunnel syndrome 
Bluetooth connectivity lends itself to a tidy desk with one 
less wire to contend with 

A specialty model, such as a gaming or media keyboard, 
can add functionality to your pastime of choice 




SURGE PROTECTOR - 

Ensure the electrical current running to your desktop or laptop 
computer doesn't exceed proper levels 
Portable models will protect your laptop when you're on the 
go for work or play 

CLEANING KIT - 

Specially designed cleaners will keep your LCD or plasma 
computer screen clean without running the risk of 
scratching its surface 

Cloths are often made out of low-conductivity material in 
order to reduce static 



^ A wireless mouse will cut down on cable clutter at your 

desk while offering the convenience of portability for 

laptop use 
^ A gaming mouse can deliver better accuracy and speed for 

the ultimate in control 
^ Consider customizable buttons if you want to be able to 

access media, files, or programs with one-touch access 

PRINTER - 

O A quality photo printer will eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for 4x6 prints and give you the ability to instantly 
share your photo memories 

^ An all-in-one model is the perfect addition for any busy 
family that needs a device that can operate as a copier, 
scanner, fax, and printer 

WEBCAM - 

i > Bridge the gap between long-distance family and friends with 
online video chatting by adding a Web cam to your setup 



USB HUB - 

O Offers an affordable way to connect all of your peripherals, 
even if you have more gadgets than USB ports 

O Adds the convenience of easy USB access— no more 

reaching behind your computer to plug in your USB devices 



EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE 

O Protect precious video and photo memories with backups 
( > Keep your computer running more efficiently by saving large 
files, such as your media collection, on an external drive 



COMPUTING SERVICES 

To keep your desktop or laptop computer in tip-top shape, 
take advantage of the computing services offered at your 
local CE retailer. They can help you keep your machine run- 
ning smoothly and free from the dangers that lurk online. 

Computer Setup & Networking 
Virus & Spyware Removal 
Data Backup & Recovery 
Hardware & Software Upgrades 
Training & Consultation 
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MOBILE 



Listen Up 



Find The Perfect Pair Of Headphones 




hether you're look- 
ing for portability, 
great audio quality, 
or a way to escape 
into your favor- 
ite music or video 
game, there is a 
pair of headphones made just for you. 

The Right Style 

If you have an on-the-go lifestyle, ear- 
buds may be the right choice for you. 
Sometimes called in-ear headphones, 
you wear earbuds by inserting them in 
your ears just outside the ear canal. 
There's no headband, so the design is 
unobtrusive, lightweight, and portable, 
which means you can use them with 
your MP3 player whether you're out 
for a long walk through your local park 
or riding on the bus to work. Earbuds 
also make great companions for your 
portable gaming console for times when 
you're on a plane, for example, and don't 
want to bother the person next to you. 

Over-the-ear headphones feature the fa- 
miliar headband style that you position 
over the top of your head and rest on 
your ears. These headphones tend to 
have better sound quality than earbuds, 
though they generally aren't as portable 
or lightweight. However, over-the-ear 
headphones may offer more comfort 
than earbuds over extended periods of 
listening. Better sound quality makes 
over-the-ear headphones great for lis- 
tening to music on your computer. Hear 
every nuance in your favorite album 
while you work through the day. Some 
over-the-ear models are designed with 




ear cups that fully enclose your ears and 
help decrease the amount of outside 
noise, making them ideal for PC gaming. 
You'll have no trouble hearing your on- 
line opponent's footsteps behind you, 
giving you plenty of time to turn, shoot, 
and win the game's match. 

Noise-canceling models can give you 
peace from outside distraction when 
you need it most by using a special tech- 
nology called antinoise. They come in 
every style, from earbuds to ear cups, 
and are great for airplane travel because 

It's All About Snug 

Worried that your earbuds will fall out as you're jogging around the block? Get 
a more secure fit with behind-the-neck or clip-on headphones. Behind-the- 
neck models have a thin headband that goes behind your neck and rests over your 
earlobes. This design offers a secure fit that won't slip or fall off. Additionally, there 
are clip-on headphones that are similar to earbuds because they don't have a head- 
band. Some clip-on models will rest over or in your ear, but all have hooks that se- 
cure the headphones to your ears. Ideal for active lifestyles, clip-ons will let you 
walk, run, jump, and jog without missing a beat due to a fallen earpiece. • 



they can block out the ambient whirring 
of the airplane's engines; you won't have 
to turn up the volume in order to 
subdue outside noise, which ultimately 
saves your eardrums from fatigue or 
damage. Noise-isolating headphones 
can help combat unwanted noise, too, 
with an in-ear design that simply pre- 
vents other noises from entering your 
ears. The earbud-like design makes these 
headphones easy to carry along in a 
pocket or purse. E3 

by Kris Glaser 
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MOBILE 



Don't Put 

Your Driving At Risk 

Chat On Your Mobile Phone Hands-Free 



Hurchasing a Bluetooth de- 
vice to enable hands-free 
use of your Bluetooth-en- 
abled cell phone while 
driving can protect both 
you and your passengers. 
In fact, a handful of cities 
and states have introduced or enacted 
laws that prohibit drivers from talking on 
their cell phones without a hands-free 
device. When it comes to driving and 
talking on your cell phone, if your city or 
state has enacted a law that prohibits cell 
phone use by drivers, you could find 
yourself with a hefty fine from the police. 

Use Your Head 

Bluetooth headsets are convenient to 
use while you're driving, but their func- 
tionality extends beyond the car. 
They're also perfect for any activity that 
requires you to keep your hands free 
while you chat on the phone, such as 
housework. These headsets consist of an 
earpiece that fits on the outside of your 
ear and connects wirelessly with your 
Bluetooth-enabled mobile phone. 

If you don't have a Bluetooth-enabled 
phone or you prefer a wired option, you 
can purchase a wired headset and still 
be able to chat hands-free. Generally, 
wired headsets require your phone to 
have a 2.5mm jack for headphones (or 
an adapter for a 3.5mm jack) and come 
with one earbud, so you can converse 
and still be aware of what's happening 
around you. 




In-Car Integration 

As an alternative to a headset, you can 
purchase a Bluetooth speakerphone that 
slips onto your car's sun visor or mounts 
on your dashboard. If your phone in- 
cludes the ability to use voice commands, 
you can use this feature to control the 
speakerphone, as well. Some models work 
with your car so you can hear conversa- 
tions through your car's stereo system. 
Your voice is picked up by the speaker on 
your Bluetooth car kit, and the voice of 
the person on the other line is trans- 
mitted through the car's stereo system. 

Wireless car kits are also available that 
can be installed directly into your dash- 
board and, like some Bluetooth speaker- 
phones, work in tandem with your car's 
stereo system. Many of these built-in 
units have LCD screens that tell you the 



name and number of the incoming call, 
the last number you called, and other 
information regarding incoming and 
outgoing phone calls. 

Some GPS units also offer hands-free 
calling with your Bluetooth-enabled 
phone. These GPSes have a built-in 
speaker and microphone that enable 
you to make and receive calls on your 
mobile phone. 

Stay Safe 

By purchasing a hands-free device, not 
only will you be keeping yourself and 
others safer, but you can also prepare 
yourself if your city or state passes a law 
that requires the use of hands-free de- 
vices with mobile phones in cars. E3 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Cards 



Mobile Internet In Even More Places 




ast Internet access is be- 
coming more ubiquitous 
all the time. And although 
Wi-Fi hotspots continue 
to pop up in many homes 
and just about every coffee 
shop, airport, and hotel in 
the country, there are still areas where 
Wi-Fi just isn't available. To fill this gap, 
service providers offer wireless broad- 
band cards for mobile devices. 

What's A Broadband Card? 

A broadband card is a small card that 
connects to your laptop or mobile phone 
and gives you wireless Internet access. It 
does not replace the Wi-Fi capabilities of 
your mobile devices; rather, it augments 
the availability of wireless Internet. 

Broadband cards connect to mobile 
devices through PCMCIA, ExpressCard, 
or PC Card Type II slots, though some 
models use a USB connection. After you 
install the accompanying software, your 
card should be ready to use. 

How It Works 

Whereas Wi-Fi connectivity is based on a 
device being in range of a hotspot, 



broadband cards provide Internet access 
by tapping into a wireless service carri- 
er's high-speed data network. All major 
carriers have these networks, called 3G 
(third-generation) data networks, in- 
cluding Verizon, AT&T, and Sprint. 

In order to access these 3G data net- 
works, you need to sign up for a data ser- 
vice plan and purchase a broadband 
card. Broadband card plans vary widely 
in rates, features, and availability, so you'll 
need to shop around for a plan that suits 
you best. Many plans are priced ac- 
cording to how much data (measured in 
megabytes) you download and upload, 
but some plans offer unlimited data 
transfers. Even if you already have mobile 
phone service with a particular carrier, a 
broadband card gives you the freedom 
to explore other provider options; you 
don't need to use the same carrier for 
both. If you choose to use your existing 
service provider, you may be eligible for a 
discount or bundle deal. 

Broadband card coverage will vary from 
provider to provider, and if you're slightly 
out of range of a 3G network, you'll 
probably be bumped down to a slower 
but farther-reaching network. However, 
with a broadband card, you'll be able to 



get Internet service in far more places 
than you can with Wi-Fi, and you won't 
have to deal with locating a password to 
access a secure hotspot. 

Broadband Cards & You 

If you're the type of person who likes to 
work outside of the home or office, a 
broadband card may be just the thing you 
need to beef up your productivity. For ex- 
ample, if you'd rather spend an hour re- 
turning emails in the park instead of a 
coffee shop, you can just pop your broad- 
band card into your laptop and have at it. 

Broadband cards are also ideal for 
those who live in places that otherwise 
can't access broadband Internet, such 
as rural or remote areas. If those areas 
receive coverage from a wireless service 
provider, all you would need is a card 
and a service plan to experience high- 
speed Internet. 

Whatever your Internet needs, wire- 
less broadband cards are small and 
easy to transport while offering fast 
Internet connectivity in a large num- 
ber of places. \H 

by Seth Colaner 
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Revive Your 
Radio's Sound 

What You Need To Know About HD Radio 




hether you need 
some musical mo- 
tivation to get the 
house clean or an 
interesting discus- 
sion for the drive 
to work, there are many times when you 
want to tune in to your favorite radio 
station. But how many times has a song 
cut out during the guitar solo or that en- 
gaging AM talk show been overridden 
with static? An HD radio can enhance 
your listening experience by eliminating 
many of these problems. 

What Is HD Radio? 

You might think that because the HD in 
HDTV stands for high definition it's the 
same for HD radio. But more accurately, 
HD radio is the brand of a technology 
that allows radio stations to simultane- 
ously broadcast both digital and analog 
signals to offer CD-quality audio and 
textual information to the listener. 

Traditionally, radio stations broadcast in 
analog. HD radio, however, combines 
analog and digital signals to bring 
you better sound quality. But why does 
adding a digital signal create better 
sound quality? Analog signals are suscep- 
tible to interference and deterioration as 
they encounter obstacles such as build- 
ings. The digital signal, however, can 
pass through those obstacles and bring 
you clear, CD-quality audio. Because HD 
radio has both analog and digital signals, 
your old radio can still receive the analog 
broadcast, but if you have an HD radio, 
you can take advantage of superior audio 




quality, listen to digital stations that are 
only picked up by HD radio units, and 
view added textual information that is 
broadcast with every radio program, in- 
cluding song titles and artists, sports, 
weather, and news. 

The Benefits 

With HD radio, FM and AM stations will 
have improved sound, creating a more en- 
joyable listening experience while you're 
in your car running errands or working 
around the house. 

HD radio also features multicasts. With 
multicasting, radio stations can broadcast 
multiple programs simultaneously, of- 
fering them the freedom to cater to more 
specific audiences and giving you more 
listening choices. For example, a radio sta- 
tion may divide the digital portion of its 
signal to simultaneously play music and 
cover a sports event. 



An important item to note is that many 
radio stations are already broadcasting 
HD signals in addition to their tradi- 
tional analog signals, but not every sta- 
tion offers HD. To find out if stations 
broadcast HD in your area, you can visit 
www.hdradio.com and click the Station 
Guide link at the top of the page. 

Getting HD Radio 

In order to receive a digital radio signal, 
you only need to buy a tabletop or in- 
dash car HD radio unit. Unlike satellite 
radio, HD radio doesn't require a monthly 
subscription fee. Basic tabletop HD radios 
can range anywhere from $75 to $300, 
whereas in-dash car units will cost $100 
to $300. Another option for your car is an 
HD radio tuner that connects to your ex- 
isting car stereo, enabling it to pick up HD 
radio stations. B3 

by Kris Glaser 
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MP3 Player Glossary 



ho doesn't want an AAP3 player? It can help you relax, provide mo- 
tivation, and keep you up-to-date on news. When you head to 
your local CE retailer to snag one, make sure you have this glossary 
so you can choose the perfect model. 




AAC — Short for Advanced Audio Co- 
dec, it is a competitor of the more pop- 
ular MP3 file format. 

Click Wheel — Apple's proprietary circular 
control on the front of the iPod. 

download — In terms of digital music, 
downloading is when you retrieve a 
song from an Internet site or another 
network connection and save it to 
your computer or digital music player. 
You'll download songs from music ser- 
vice Web sites such as iTunes, Napster, 
or Rhapsody. 

DRM — Digital rights management is a 
security mechanism for digital media. A 
common DRM scheme for digital 
music involves getting a license file to 
authorize playback of a free or pur- 
chased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices you put 
into your ears that serve the same func- 
tion as headphones. Music players come 
with their own earbuds, but you can, of 
course, purchase a separate pair that are 
more comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is lightweight 
and small. In terms of digital music 
players, a flash-based player is lighter 
and smaller than a hard drive-based 
player, and it also won't skip. Thus, 
flash-based players are popular for use 
during exercise. However, the capacity 
of a flash drive isn't as large as a hard 
drive-based player. 



FM tuner — In music players, a built-in 
FM tuner lets you listen to local radio. 

hard drive — Storage in which rigid plat- 
ters are inside a fixed casing. In terms of 
digital music players, a hard drive-based 
player is larger and heavier than a flash- 
based player. Because of the moving 
parts (the platters), hard drive-based 
players are also prone to skipping. 
However, the capacities are much larger 
than flash-drive capacities. 

iTunes — An application that loads onto 
your computer and lets you play, orga- 
nize, and download and purchase music, 
videos, podcasts, and television shows for 
a portable media player or computer. 

MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user creates 
to play on a computer, burn to a CD, or 
transfer to an MP3 player. The playlist in- 
cludes only directions to the location of 
the songs, not the songs themselves. 

PlaysForSure — A popular Microsoft cer- 
tification that ensures portable devices, 
such as MP3 players, and media, such as 
digital music and videos, are compatible 
with each other. 

podcast — A downloadable episode 
that is similar to a radio program. A 




user can subscribe to a podcast for 
updated episodes, or she can download 
podcasts one at a time. A podcast is 
usually available in MP3 format. 

screen — The display on the front 
of a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a 
digital audio format created by Mi- 
crosoft to compete with the MP3 
format. WMA files are smaller than 
MP3 files. 

widescreen — A screen with a 16:9 as- 
pect ratio. 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



CELL PHONE EXTRAS 



Q 



How does a hands-free car kit help me converse on my 
cell phone while driving? 



A hands-free car kit lets you answer calls via an external 
microphone installed in a component that's typically 
clipped to your sun visor. You can wirelessly connect your 
phone to the hands-free system if you have a Bluetooth- 
enabled cell phone. 



Q 



What type of screen protector should I purchase for 
my touchscreen cell phone? 



/Look for a screen protector that prevents the screen on 
your cell phone from getting scratched, scraped, or 
smudged. A convenient protective shield should be easy to 
apply and readjust without leaving a gooey residue on 
the screen. 



Q 



What's the difference between a shell, a jacket, and 
a sleeve? 



A shell is a hard case that is fitted to the size of your 
cell phone. A jacket can be made from various ma- 
terials (neoprene, leather, synthetic) and protects your 
phone while you use it. A sleeve covers your entire phone 
and doesn't typically include open sections for the display 
or buttons. 



Q 



Can I charge my cell phone with solar energy? 



/A solar-powered universal charger will charge your cell 
phone's battery with sunlight or another form of 
bright lighting. 



QCan I find a replacement for my smartphone 
battery door? 

Replacement doors are only available for particular 
brands of smartphones. Be sure to check the compati- 
bility of the phone and battery door. 



Q 



Can I add security software to my smartphone? 



A Yes. Smartphone security usually includes antivirus, 
antispyware, antispam, and firewall protection. Make 
sure that you purchase software that's compatible with your 
smartphone's operating system. 



Q 



How do I back up all the important content on my 
cell phone, such as contacts, music, photos, etc.? 



A You can use what's called a backup and sync kit. Kits 
are available for popular types of phones (indicated by 
the manufacturer). Install the software on your PC and 
transfer your phone's data to the PC. 



Q 
A 



Is there a device that will charge multiple cellular de- 
vices simultaneously? 

Yes, some devices can charge up to six mobile devices 
(AAP3 player, Bluetooth headset, etc.) via a wall adapter. 



QCan I add game suites to my smartphone without 
downloading them from the Internet? 



A 



You can use a microSD card to transfer a preloaded set 
of games and store them on your phone. 



Q 
A 



How does a noise-canceling Bluetooth headset work? 

Most models use voice isolation to suppress external 
noise such as wind and traffic ambience. 



Q 



Can I teleconference with my cell phone? 



With the appropriate device, you can communicate 
with multiple people at once via cell phone. Use a 
Bluetooth teleconferencing system (along with your 
Bluetooth-enabled phone or computer) to speak to your 
friends, family, or colleagues simultaneously. 




Accessories & Services 



No matter where you go, a wireless device 
can add enjoyment to your journey. Cell 
phones help you keep in touch with loved 
ones when you're traveling for business, while a GPS 
device can help you find your way if you're lost or want 
to find the local hot spots during a vacation. And, 

MP3 PLAYER CASES 



Protect your MP3 player from bumps and scratches 
Quickly access your player's functions with a clip 
Keep your player out of your way with an armband 

v. 

MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & SPEAKERS 



of course, your AAP3 player can provide a soundtrack 
wherever you're headed. To make sure you are taking 
full advantage of the capabilities your wireless devices 
offer, check your local CE retailer for accessories that 
can enhance your experiences. We've listed our fa- 
vorites below. \H 

CELL PHONE CASES - 



Invest in portable speakers to play the music on your MP3 
player for a group; some include radios and can also play CDs 
Recharge your player's battery with a portable dock as you 
continue to listen to music 
Play your music through car speakers using an FM transmitter 



Safeguard your phone from wear and tear with a case 
Universal cases fit most sizes of cell phones; some of these will 
include clips and wrist straps for portability and accessibility 
Fitted cases specifically fit your phone's model type; these can 
be hard acrylic casings, rubber sleeves, or leather pouches 
Avoid scratches and fingerprints with stick-on or hard, 
clear screen protectors on your phone's screen 



MP3 PLAYER EARPHONES 

Match earphones to your needs: If you don't want anything 
bulky, opt for earbuds that fit inside your ear; to hear every 
musical detail, try headphones that cover the ear completely 
Hear your music without the interference of background noise 
with earphones that offer a noise-canceling feature 



GPS MOUNTS 

Put your GPS within hand's reach with a mount 

Mounts can be placed on a car dash or stuck to a windshield 

Unique GPS mounts are available for golf carts or bicycles 

GPS CHARGERS 



Make sure your travel companion always has a full battery 
Charge your GPS no matter where you are with an adapter; 
adapters can plug into a wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 



CELL PHONE CHARGERS/BATTERIES 

Keep your phone charged no matter where you are; adapters 
for your cell phone let you use solar power, your car's DC 
outlet, wall power, or your computer to charge your phone 

Be prepared for emergencies with extra cell phone batteries 

v 

CELL PHONE HEADSETS 



Keep your hands free while still being able to use your phone 
Link compatible cell phones to a Bluetooth headset to make 
or take calls without a tangled mess of cable 
Don't miss any of your conversation by using a headset 
that offers noise-canceling capabilities 



WIRELESS SERVICES 

Whether your wireless device is brand new or nearing the end 
of its life span, your local CE retailer offers services to help you 
take care of all of your wireless device needs. 

Protection plans for GPSes, MP3 players, and cell phones 

Phone and battery recycling 

GPS setup and deck installation 

MP3 vehicle integration 

MP3 player setup and training 

Cell phone repair services and loaner phones 
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JAWBONE 



Wireless Bluetooth® Headset 
Your Personal Noise Assassin 




Jawbone 

MSRP: $129.99 

SKU: 8835585 

www.jawbone.com 



Quick Overview 

The Jawbone® Bluetooth headset has the 
unique ability to eliminate background noise so 
you can hear and be heard in any environ- 
ment — from the office to the store to the gym. 
And with new hands-free driving laws being 
enforced in states across the country, a Jawbone 
is quickly becoming a must-have. 

Perfect For 

Those who covet the perfect blend of form and 
function. Individuals who demand the highest 
performance but do not want to compromise 
style and beauty to achieve it. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Patented NoiseAssassin™ Technology: Jawbone literally feels your 
speech with its Voice Activity Sensor (VAS), which distinguishes the 
sound of your voice and cancels ambient background noise 

• Simple to use: Two streamlined buttons control all of the headset's 
functions 

• Design: Made with premium materials and includes customized earbud 
fit options to provide a premium visual and ergonomic experience 

Coolest Feature 

Jawbone's patented NoiseAssassin™ technology separates speech from 
ambient noise, providing unparalleled call clarity in all environments. 
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Virgin Mobile Series 




Virgin Mobile: This pay-as-you-go cellular series offers a diverse selection of feature-packed phones for the cell user who doesn't 
want to be tied down to a service contract. Whether you're searching for a handset with Blutooth compatibility, Internet access, or a 
built-in MP3 player, Virgin Mobile supplies the right no-contract phone for you at an affordable price point. 



Kyocera Wild Card 

SKU 8507127 




Form Factor 



Clamshell; 
QWERTY board 

4.1 ounces 



Voice Activation 

Bluetooth 
Compatibility 



Built-in Carrier; 



Internet/Email 



Battery Talk Time 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



MP3 Player 



Up to 3.25 hours 



No 



Sending digital 
photos via picture 
messaging 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as-you- 
go billing 



$89.99* 



LG Flare (pink) UTStarcom Arc 

SKU 9111132 SKU 8866765 




fck 





Clamshell 



Clamshell 



2.72 ounces 3 ounces 



Yes 

Yes 



No 



No 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



Up to 3.5 hours Up to 3.5 hours 



No 



Personalizing 
your own, real 
music ring- 
tones 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as- 
you-go billing 



$29.99* 



No 



Web access any- 
where 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as- 
you-go billing 



$49.99* 



Samsung Slash 

SKU 8760192 



Kyocera TNT! 



SKU 8911902 



Slide 



3 ounces 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



No 



Tons of contact stor- 
age; 499 entries 



No service contract; 
pay-as-you-go billing 



$79.99* 




Clamshell 



2.56 ounces 



Yes 

No 



No 



Yes 



Up to 3.5 hours Up to 200 minutes 



No 



Those who want a 
practical handset 
with a soft-touch 
finish 



No service con- 
tract; pay-as-you- 
go billing 



$19.99* 



Virgin Mobile Shuttle 

SKU 8976879 



Slide 



3.4 ounces 



Yes 

Yes 



Yes 



Yes 



Up to 237 minutes 



Yes 



Listening to your fa- 
vorite tunes anytime 



No service contract; 

pay-as-you-go 

billing 



$99.99* 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant— and coolest— features from select MP3 players. 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 



Philips GoGear 
SA3245/37 

MSRP: $69.99* 
SKU 9011767 



Flash 



4GB 



900 (MP3) 



Both 



Black 



20 hours 



Apple iPod shuffle 

MSRP: $79* 
SKU 9229505 



Flash 



4GB 



1,000 (A AC) 



Neither 



Black, silver 



10 hours 




SanDiskSansaClip 

MSRP: $79.99* 
SKU 8753976 



Flash 



4GB 



2,000 
(WMA) 



Only an FM 
tuner 



Silver 



15 hours 




SanDiskSansaFuze 

MSRP: $79.99*; 
$99.99*; $129.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, red, 
pink, blue 



24 hours 



I 



Microsoft Zune 8GB 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 9008502 



Flash 



8GB 



2,000 



Both 



Blue, green 



24 hours 




Samsung P2 

MSRP: $199.99* 
$249.99* 
SKU 8627961 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Both 



Black, 
burgundy 



30 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $229*; $299* 

$399* 

SKU 8772063 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB; 
32GB 



1,750; 3,500; 

7,000 

(AAC) 



Only video 



Black 



36 hours 



*^ 



Apple iPod classic 

MSRP: $249* 
SKU 8772036 



Hard drive 



120GB 



30,000 
(AAC) 



Only video 



Black, silver 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models 
available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
Height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
Unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 



*- :l 




TomTomONE130 

MSRP: $149.99* 
SKU 8774463 



3.5 inches; 

3.8x3.2x1 

inches 



No; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate 1400 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8870019 



4.3 inches; 
3.27x4.57x 
0.73 inches 



No; No 



Continental 
U.S., Hawaii, 
and Puerto 
Rico 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 260w 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 8877192 



4.3 inches; 
2.9x4.8x0.8 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




Insignia NS-CNV10 

MSRP: $399* 
SKU 8947287 



3.5 inches; 
3.21x4x0.9 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



No; Yes 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




Magellan Maestro 
4370 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9039257 



5 inches; 
4.65x3.26x 
0.7 inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




TomTom GO 730 

MSRP: $449.95* 
SKU 8774533 



4.3 inches; 

3.3x4.7x1 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



DC adapter 




Insignia NS-CNV20 

MSRP: $499* 
SKU 8947312 



4.3 inches; 
3.21x4.68x 
0.9 inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



Yes 



Yes; No 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




Garmin nuvi 765T 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 8956089 



4.3 inches; 

3x4.8x0.8 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Home Music 
Recording Equipment 

Everything You Need To Make A Masterpiece 




ou can set up a recording 
studio in your own home 
with just a few crucial 
components. 

The first item you need 
for home recording, be- 
lieve it or not, is a computer. The com- 
puter will receive the digital audio data 
from the microphone and recording in- 
terface, use software to process the 
audio, and store the data for future 
audio use, modification, or mixing. You 
don't need a special or super-fast com- 
puter, though. Even a computer with 
about a 2GHz processor and 1GB or 
more of RAM will be enough. However, 
if you begin working with intensive ap- 
plications, such as virtual instruments 
(synthesizer-like instruments that come 
in software form and run from your 
computer instead of a standalone key- 
board), you'll likely need to up the 
computer firepower. 

Although you can plug an instrument 
with a 1/4-inch jack, such as an electric 
guitar, directly into an audio interface, 
you're going to need a microphone to 
capture the sound of vocals or other in- 
struments, such as a trumpet or cello. 
Don't forget the microphone cable to 
connect it to the audio interface or the 
microphone stand to hold it for you. 

Next, you'll need an audio interface. 
This is the device that connects to the 
computer and receives a signal from 
the microphone. There are generally 
two options for types of interfaces: 




USB and FireWire. Make sure your 
computer has the appropriate USB 2.0 
or FireWire ports, depending on the 
interface you buy. 

Although you can use your audio soft- 
ware to mix your recordings on your PC, 
having a mixing board is generally 
preferable because the physical knobs 
and faders are much easier to use on the 
fly. The mixing board resides between 
the audio interface and the computer, 
so again, be sure that you have the nec- 
essary USB or FireWire ports to hook 
this up to your computer. 

You'll need a way to listen to the play- 
back of your recordings, so you'll need a 



pair of studio monitors and head- 
phones. The headphones are necessary 
for you to simultaneously listen to a 
click track to keep time or what you've 
already recorded while you perform ad- 
ditional tracks. 

Recording software is crucial to the 
process, as well, as this is the environ- 
ment wherein you'll be able to organize, 
edit, and export your completed tracks. 

And, of course, the final and most im- 
portant ingredient to a recording 
studio is you, with musical talent and a 
little inspiration. B3 

by Seth Colaner 



Standalone Music Recorders 

Using a computer and audio interface combination isn't the only way you can 
record high-quality sound; there are many standalone music recorders avail- 
able, as well. Consider a digital 4- or 8-track recorder, which allows you to re- 
cord and mix multiple audio tracks and add some audio effects (such as reverb 
or a phaser effect) on a single device. Then, you can export the project (or indi- 
vidual files) to a computer or, in some cases, burn them directly to a CD. 

Other music recorders are compact, so you can take them with you wherever 
you go and record your masterpieces as they come to you, and many of them 
still let you create multitrack recordings and add effects. • 
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ESRB Game Ratings 

& Descriptions 

Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 

In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their 
children, ESRB ratings (www.esrb.org) are listed on the front and back 
of most game packages to provide concise and impartial details about 
a title's content. 



eO 




I 






IESHE 



— 



Early Childhood. Titles with this rating have content that 
may be suitable for children ages three and older. These 
software titles contain no material that parents would 
find inappropriate. 

Everyone. Titles with this rating have content that may be 
suitable for children ages six and older. Games in this category 
may contain minimal cartoon, fantasy, or mild violence and 
infrequent use of mild language. 

Everyone 10+. Titles with this rating have content that may 
be suitable for children ages 10 and older. Games in this cate- 
gory may contain more cartoon, fantasy, or mild violence and 
language, as well as minimal suggestive themes. 

Teen. Titles with this rating have content that may be suitable 
for children ages 13 and older. Titles in this category may con- 
tain violence, suggestive themes, crude humor, minimal blood, 
simulated gambling, or infrequent use of strong language. 

Mature. Titles with this rating have content that may be 
suitable for persons ages 17 and older. Games in this cate- 
gory may contain intense violence, blood and gore, sexual 
content, or strong language. 

Adults Only. Titles with this rating have content that should 
only be played by persons 18 years and older. Games in this 
category may include prolonged scenes of intense violence, 
graphic sexual content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of game packages 
include content descriptions and depictions. 
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Gaming Tips 

Aside from checking ESRB ratings, there 
are other ways you can ensure that the 
games your youngsters are playing are 
age appropriate. 



• Carefully look at everything on a title's 
packaging, including the game graphics. 

• Find game reviews, screenshots, or demos 
to get a better idea of a game's content. 

• If available, use game parental controls to 
restrict mature and inappropriate content. 

• Learn about games by talking to other 
parents and older children who are fa- 
miliar with or have played certain titles. 

• Participate in your children's gaming and 
discuss their games as much as possible. 

• Be aware of non-rated ESRB material a game 
may contain. "Mods" are program down- 
loads that can alter a game's content, and 
online games often have live player chats, as 
well as other user-generated content. 
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AcfiVisioN 

Gaming Titles 

Kick Out The Jams In Your Living Room 




Rated T for TEEN: 

Suitable for ages 13 
and older; lyrics may 
contain mild 
suggestive themes. 



Game Synopsis 

Like the rock icons the game puts on display, the 
Guitar Hero franchise has enjoyed a meteoric rise 
to fame and popularity thanks to approachable 
gameplay mechanics and a varied song list sure to 
get anybody's head bopping. The latest iteration, 
Guitar Hero World Tour, adds drums, a mic, and a 
wireless guitar to the mix to let the whole family 
experience rock triumph and the adoration of 
thousands of screaming fans. 

Perfect For 

With four difficulty settings, this game is fun for 
garage-band beginners, yet sufficiently challeng- 
ing for shredding veterans. 




Activision Guitar Hero 
World Tour 

MSRP: $49.99 to $59.99 

SKUs: 8870037 (Wii) 

8870055 (Xbox 360) 
8870064 (PS3) 

www.guitarherogame.com 



Extra Details 

• A large, diverse set list that consists of all Master Tracks (no covers) 

• Compose, edit, record, and share your own songs with others 

• Play alone, play together in the same room, or play together online 

• Create your own character, personalize your gear, and design a band 
logo and album cover 

• Additional accessories will let you rock out with an wireless guitar with 
touch-sensitive neck slider or a complete drum set 

Coolest Feature 

Guitar Hero World Tour features multiple game modes: Career mode lets 
you tour the world solo with any instrument; embark on a World Tour 
with two-, three-, or four-person band; play cooperatively online; go 
Head-to-Head online solo or as a band; and play online to move up the 
ranks against other GH players. 
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HA RM0NIX 



Gaming Titles 
Back For An Encore 



GAMES 



JJJ! 

Ff 



Rated T for TEEN: 

Suitable for ages 13 
and older; lyrics may 
contain mild 
suggestive themes. 




Game Synopsis 

With RockBand 2, you can grab a couple of 
buddies and form a band to compete for the 
top spot with other rockers around the world. 
Try to get stars, longer multiplier streaks, and 
larger fan crowds through the collection of bat- 
tle challengers you and your bandmates will 
face. You get to choose from an array of chart- 
topping rock songs from the 1960s, 70s, '80s, 
'90s, and 2000s. All you need to rock out is a mi- 
crophone, drum set, guitar, and bass from the 
RockBand instrument collection. 

Perfect For 

Music lovers who love to play it loud. 



MTV Games 
RockBand 2 

MSRP: $49.99 to $59.99 

SKU: 8944832 (Wii) 

8945083 (Xbox 360) 
8944976 (PS3) 
8944921 (PS2) 

www.rockband.com 



Extra Detail 

• Available for Xbox 360, PlayStation, and Wii 

• More than 80 songs to choose from 

• Import songs from the original RockBand or download additional tracks 

• Battle of the Bands lets you challenge people on your friends list 

• The Tour Challenge allows you to play your way to unlocking more 
difficult songs 

• World Tour lets solo acts seek popularity throughout 59 venues 
in 24 cities 

• Build your drumming skills with the Drum Trainer 

• Play in the worry-free No-Fail Mode 

Coolest Feature 

You can play RockBand 2 with your friends, or you can practice by 
yourself in Solo mode. 
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Which Gaming System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your fa- 
vorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a gaming device that will suit you well, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. 
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What It Means 



Sony PlayStation 3 
(80GB) 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 8982988 




Sony PlayStation 2 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 7266638 



Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8008559 



Microsoft Xbox 360 

Elite 

MSRP: $399.99* 

SKU 8301492 




Nintendo DS Lite 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 8007845 




Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9175082 



Hard drive 
size 



How much 
data the 
system can 
hold 



80GB 2.5- 
inch Serial 
ATA 



N/A; uses 
two memory 
card slots to 
save game 
data 



512MB 



120GB 



None 



None 



Compatible 
memory cards 



Cards that will let 
you save and off- 
load data, such as 
game saves or 
personal media 



SD, MMC CF 
Type l/ll, Mi- 
crodrive, and 
Memory Stick 
PRO/PRO Duo 



PlayStation 
Memory Card 
(8MB) 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Xbox 360 
Memory Unit 



None 



Memory Stick 
Duo 



Optical drive 



Aside from 
game discs, 
other play- 
able media 
formats 



CD-RW/ 

DVD±RW/ 

BD 



CD-RW/ 
DVD±RW 



Can only 
play game 
titles 



CD-RW/ 
DVD±RW 



None 



UMD 
(Universal 
Media Disc) 



Video resolution 
output 



Highest number 
of video pixels 
that are sent to a 
TV or portable 
console screen 



1,920x1,080 



1,280x1,024 



720 x 480 



1,920x1,080 



Dual 256x192 



480 x 272 



Ports 



Hookups for 
controllers, as 
well as video 
and audio 
output 



1 Ethernet, 1 
AV, 1 Optical 
digital audio, 2 
USB, 1 HDMI 



2 controller, 
2 USB, 1 Ether- 
net, 1 AV 
Multi-out, 1 
Optical Digital 
out, 1 FireWire 



4 controller, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 
S-Video, 2 USB 



1 AV cable, 3 
USB, 1 Ether- 
net, 1 HDMI, 4 
controller 



1 headphone, 
1 microphone 



1 video out/ 
headset con- 
nector, 1 USB, 
1 DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Media 


Online 


Wi-Fi 


Parental 


Compatible 


Available 






streaming 


community 


compatibility 


controls 


game formats 


accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 


Send media 


Web site 


Console can 


Helps parents 


Game titles 


Extras that 


Included 


Who can benefit 


wirelessly from 


membership 


access the 


decide what 


that can be 


can help en- 


controllers; 


from the special 


the console to 


for downloads, 


Internet 


content their 


played on the 


hance your 


wired/wire- 


features the 


other devices 


upgrades, and 


with-out a 


kids can or 


game system 


gaming en- 


less controller 


gaming system 


and vice versa 


more 


cable hookup 


cannot access 




joyment 


compatibility 


offers 


Yes 


Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g 


Options available 


Sony Play- 


Blu-ray Disc 


Includes 1 


Entertainment 




PlayStation 




for PS3 games on 


Station 3 ti- 


remote, 


DualShock 3 


lovers who want a 




Network 




PS Network, 


tles and select 


Bluetooth 


wireless con- 


gaming system and 




membership 




DVDs, BDs, and 
Internet 


PlayStation 2 
titles 


headsets 


troller; Both 


BD player packaged 
into one device 


No 


Yes, free 


No, only a 


Options 


Sony Play- 


Cordless 


Includes 1 


Anyone on a bud- 




PlayStation 


wired Internet 


available for 


Station and 


controllers, 


DualShock 2 


get who wants the 




Network 


connection is 


DVDs 


PlayStation 2 


memory cards, 


analog con- 


full Internet gam- 




membership 


available 




titles 


Rock Band and 
Guitar Hero 
controllers 


troller; Both 


ing experience 
with an integrated 
DVD player 


Yes 


Yes, various 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g 


Options available 


Nintendo 


Nunchuck, wire- 


Includes 1 wire- 


Gamers of any 




paid and 




for Wii titles, on- 


GameCube 


less Wiimote, 


less Wiimote 


age who want a 




free Wii 




line interaction, 


and Wii titles 


wheel, and 


and nunchuck; 


unique, wireless 




Channels are 




downloads, user- 




classic (wired) 


Both (some 


gaming experience 




available 




created content, 




controllers; wire- 


titles require a 


that requires little 








and more 




less sensor bar 


wired Wiimote) 


gaming knowledge 


Yes 


Yes, free Xbox 


No, only a 


Options avail- 


Microsoft 


Wireless 


Includes 1 


Those who want 




Live Silver 


wired Internet 


able for Xbox 


Xbox and 


headset, hard 


wireless con- 


to play games in 




membership 


connection is 


titles, DVDs, 


Xbox 360 


drive, wired 


troller; Both 


true HD with full 




with one 


available 


and Xbox LIVE 


titles 


and wireless 




theatrical sound 




month free 




interaction 




controllers 




and plenty of hard 




Xbox Live Gold 












drive space 


No 


Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 1b 


No 


Nintendo DS 


Cases, AC 


N/A 


Anyone who will 




Nintendo 






and Game 


adapter, head- 




appreciate the 




Wi-Fi con- 






Boy Advance 


phones with mi- 




uniqueness of dual 




nection 






titles 


crophone, styli, 
cartridge case 




touchscreens and 
voice control gaming 


No 


Yes, free 


Yes, 802.1 1b 


Options 


PlayStation 


Battery char- 


N/A 


Media buffs who 




PlayStation 




available for 


Portable titles 


ger, traveler 




want to enjoy 




Network 




UMDs, Inter- 




case, media 




movies, photos, 




membership 




net, and video 
downloads 




manager soft- 
ware, A/V cable, 
AC adapter 




and music when 
they're on the go 
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Accessories & Services 



he gaming experience goes beyond the game it- 
self — you need the right console peripherals and 
the best just-in-case services. We've compiled a list 



HEADSETS 

Use a hands-free headset to enhance your gaming experi- 
ence by planning strategies aloud with your team 
A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is designed to communicate with 
your gaming console; Bluetooth headsets will be compat- 
ible with most game consoles 

Consider noise-canceling headsets with echo-minimizing 
microphones so you can hear and be heard clearly 

WIRELESS PLAY-AND-CHARGE KIT 



of some of the must-have accessories that will only serve fc 
to enhance your gameplay, so be sure to remember these 
items for your next trip to your local CE retailer. 133 



MUSIC CONTROLLER ACCESSORIES - 

* > Add a heavy-duty bass pedal to your gaming drum set to 

replace your standard pedal 
^ A tripod microphone stand will make your song-based 

games more true-to-life 

Extra symbols for your rock drum kit will give you more 

freedom to express musical ability 



Enjoy continuous gameplay as your controller recharges 
wirelessly, without the hassle of cords 
Look for a play-and-charge kit that includes a power-gauge 
dashboard so you can keep track of your controller's bat- 
tery status 

USB DEVICES 

A USB media hub featuring a memory card reader will 
enable you to connect other USB devices (MP3 players, 
portable gaming devices, etc.) to your game console 
Use a USB rechargeable battery pack to charge the Li-Ion 
battery for guitar controllers 



EXTERNAL MEMORY 

O External hard drives, USB drives, or memory cards back up 
your in-progress games 

O When additional memory is connected to live (online) 
games, you can save gaming content and downloads 

O The more memory you have, the more games and down- 
loads you'll be able to store 

v 

RACING WHEELS 



WIRELESS CONTROLLER 

O Bluetooth technology lets you play with the freedom to 

move around 
O Some controllers use traditional AAA batteries to sustain 

your playing time 

< > Find the best design for your grip: ergonomic or traditional 

v 

GAMING KEYBOARD 



i > A gaming steering wheel puts the virtual racing experience 
directly in your hands 

O A comfortable, accurate wheel should give you more con- 
trol with turns, braking and acceleration 

< > Be sure to purchase a racing wheel that's compatible with 
your particular gaming console 



Adding a keyboard can help game efficiency— type in text 
codes and chat with other players quickly 
Look for a model with a touchpad so you can easily scroll 
around the game display 



GAMING SERVICES 

Your local CE retailer provides some helpful services, both 
in-home and in-store, to enhance your gaming console. 
Specifically, the professionals can set up online connections, 
install system updates, and transfer data to a gaming 
storage device. 

Online account configuration 

Console system updates 

Streaming media from a PC to gaming console 

Connect a console to a home-theater center 
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Vicks Cool Mist 
Humidifier 

Sleep peacefully 
by adding a 
little moisture 
to your air. 
$29.99 



Breville Health Smart 
Food Steamer 

Eating healthy foods 
will help improve your 
slumber. 
$79.99 



May is Better Sleep Month, and what better way to 
improve your snooze than with options available through 
your local CE retailer? Whether you're heading to the 
mountains for another campout or taking a flight for a 
business meeting, you're sure to find a solution to improve 
your cat naps. 




Aero InstaSleep Queen 
Size Air Mattress 

Don't sacrifice comfort 
during a trip to the great 
outdoors. 
$179.99 



iHome2Go 
Portable Travel 
Alarm Clock 
For Apple iPod 

End your slumber on 

time with your favorite tunes. 

$79.99 




ETA Microbead 
Travel Pillow 

Road warriors need 

to catch some 

quality Z's when 

traveling. 

$15.99 




Braun Oral-B Professional 
Care OxyJet Center 

Ward off bad morning breath 
with a brushing before bed. 
$109.99 



Relax: A Liquid 
Mind Experience CD 

Music that will make 

your eyes get heavy. 

$17.98 







Get All The Details 

on new CE products with First Glimpse's product profile sections 
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